« 

» 


Medkina  Vindicata 

REFLECTIONS 

O  N 

Bleeding,  Vomiting ,  and  Purging » 

In  the  Beginning  of 

Fevers,  Small-Pox,  Pleurifies, 

AND  OTHER 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 


By  a  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyficians  in 

DUBLIN. 

oi  H  tuv  oiofS/Joi  Kcctrctv  vrvpsTS  (pXsfioTOf/jinq,  j* 

Xvyjd.vovTxt  toi$  vxaSnv. 

Sed  qui  nuncomne  febris  initium  venae  fedlione  indigere  pu- 
tant,  aegrotosnonparum  Laedunt.  Galen. 

Oil  f$/J  OvU  pccrcv  sivcil  7TUVTUS  T&S  X^OVTCCS  TX  fioyjyi jUt/OtT®-  dWy- 
vS,oct,  KoiJzc7np  to  [A&Tpov  svpgiy,  n  thv  TyjY&YurofyrtV  (px i/3a9  y^  tov 

XXipOV. 

Non  tamen  facile  eft  omnes  qui  hoc  egeant  auxilio  fi.e* 
Venae  fe&ione)  dignofcere,  quemadmodum  neque  fanguinis 
menfuram  aut  venam  incidendam,  opportunuinque  tempus  in» 
venire.  Galen.  > 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  James  and  John  Knapton,  at  the 
Grown  in  St.  Pauls  Church-Yard .  MdgcxxviiIo 

(Brice  One  Shilling.) 


. 


'h*x* 


~  \ 


>s  % 


* -• 


'K^P  4  " 


/  r 

•  .- 


“-safes , 


- 


•4  E?  .  v; 


f 


’  »-■  •■  1L  • 

I  -AW  n  Jiv*  £ 'WM  --- 


>?  -i 


T  C 


y  K  . 


.  \^\  \l  n&  -<fe.  •■  J\ 


■  >\v: 

v*^'7 


...  / 


?  V? 


/  *— 


w 


*  ^  - 


c 


\  \ 

■ .  * 


• 


•  VA 
*>  - 


U'- 

c/  . 


To  the  Learned 
THE 

PRESIDENT, 

Censors  and  Fellows 

OF  THE 

King  and  Queens  COLLEGE 

o  F 

PHYSICIANS 

I  N 

DUBLIN, 


The  following  RATERS 

Are  mo  ft  humbly  I  n  s  c  r  i  b  ’  o'. 


\\w  'Am:- ■ 

,  .'.\Y 

>\VM. 

\ 

t 

,  v  '  «...  ( 

-  ■  '  : ': 

no 

■ 

i  Y ;  ?:  m 

;V«gnisi‘s9.  •■;  m-  • 

■ 

i  • 

* 

•  -» 

- 

t 

... 

• 

•  *  ■*'  - 

s$*5^  \ 

’ 

4*  •  r<m 

'  > 

•  '*'* 

f 

■*. 


f  ■».  ->  V-  •  T  »y  ‘‘v  '-A 

. 

. 

•it :Aihn& 

,  Iho'M  srii  thsrtimq 

■  r  . .  (  ri '  .  ■"'  f  'l 

,>  >  ■'■(‘.xwyr*  vDfh r^1-  t  tbSMno;  --^ILc .  ;^vf » ■  n 

,  ;'  i  fc  '*?r 

■ 

V "  )  >  f 

.■«  ad  irisitn  atoaM-llfi  i«ii  fca&vd  pd» 


•*  *> 


Medicina  V indie  at  a : 


O  R, 


Reflexions  on  Bleeding,  Vomiting 
and  Purging,  in  the  Beginning  of 
Fevers,  &c. 


Of  acute  Difeafes. 

LEEDING,  Vomiting,  and 
Purging,  are  the  chief  Ope¬ 
rations  in  Phyfick,  by  which 
Difeafes  are  cured,  and  Health 
preferved ;  the  Neceffity  of 
thefe  Difcharges  hath  been  fo 
univerfally  confefled,  that  they  were  never  ab- 
folutely  rejeded  by  any  Sed  of  Phyftcians, 
except  a  few  Enthuiiaftick  Chymifts,  who  as 
they  boafted  that  all  Metals  might  be  turned 

into 
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into  Gold  by  one  Menftruum,  fo  likewife 
that  all  Difeafes  might  be  eradicated  by  one 
Medicine  5  but  thefe  wild  Opinions  need  no 
Refutation  5  fince  neither  the  Broachers  of 
them,  nor  even  the  PoffelTors  of  thefe  pre¬ 
tended  Secret s,  lived  fo  long,  nor  acquired  fo 
much  Wealth  as  thofe  who  purfued  the  fame 
Views  in  a  rational  Way. 

There  have  been  almoft  numberlefs  Vo¬ 
lumes  written  by  the  Founders  and  Impro¬ 
vers  of  Phyfick,  to  inftrud  us  how  we  may 
direft  thefe  great  Jnftruments  to  the  faluta- 
ry  Ends  for  which  they  were  defigned  by 
Nature  5  nor  have  they  been  lefs  careful  in 
cautioning  us  againft  the  Mifchiefs  which  may 
follow  from  an  injudicious  Ufe  of  them  : 
And  yet  notwithffanding  all  this,  Men  are  of 
late  become  fo  familiar  with  thefe  dangerous 
Operations,  that  a  Phyfician  is  feldom  lent 
for,  dill  one  or  more  of  them  have  been  per¬ 
haps  once  or  twice  repeated  5  as  if  they  were 
neceflary  Preparations  for  the  eafier  Cure  of 
all  Difeafes,  not  imagining,  that  they  fre¬ 
quently  increafe  the  Diftemper  infixad  of  a- 
bating  it>  and  make  a  Cure  which  was  at 
firft  eafy,  impra&icable  to  the  ableft  Phyfici¬ 
an.  And  it  is  very  obfervablc,  that  the  more 
ignorant  every  Man  is  in  the  Profefiion  he 
-was  bred  to,  or  the  Station  of  Life  he  is  pla¬ 
ced  in,  the  more  he  is  inclined  to  dabble  in 

Matters 
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Matters  of  Phyftckj  and  I  might  Jikcwife 
add,  the  more  likely  he  is  to  meet  with  En¬ 
couragement  from  almoft  all  Sorts  of  Peo¬ 
ple. 

'  fO 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Growth  of 
this  pernicious  Pradice  is  in  a  great  meafurc 
owing  to  •  the  Calumnies  raifed  againft  the 
Profellion  by  defigning  Perfons,  who  are  al¬ 
together  ignorant  of  it  5  but  being  taught  to 
bleed,  and  having  learned  to  write  a  fewr 
Forms  of  Vomiting,  and  purging  Medicines, 
have  endeavoured  to  perfwade  the  inconfide- 
rate  Part  of  Mankind,  that  there  is  little  more 
requifite  in  the  Cure  of  Fevers,  and  other  a- 
cute  Difeafes,  than  the  Performance  of  one 
or  more  of  thefe  Operations  in  the  Beginning. 
And  it  is  evident  from  the  Proceedings  before 
the  late  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons  a- 
gainft  the  Phyficians  Bill  for  regulating  the 
Pradice  of  Phyfick,  who  they  are  that  have 
been  at  the  Head  of  all  thofe  Pretenders, 
and  have  propagated,  and  do  Hill  maintain  this 
'  unwarrantable  and  deftrudive  Method  in  the 
Cure  of  Difeafes,  having  there  confidently 
afferted  that  fome  one  of  thefe  Evacuations, 
but  efpecially  Bleeding,  was  neceffary,  and 
direded  by  Phyficians  themfelves  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  Fevers,  Small-Pox,  Pleuriftes, 
Apoplexies,  &c.  and  that  therefore  it  would 
be  a  great  Prejudice  to  thePublickas  well  as 

to 
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to  themfelves,  if  they  were  debarred  the  Pri¬ 
vilege  of  breathing  a  Vein  or  giving  a  Vo* 
mit,  efpecially  fince  they  pretended  to  go  no 
farther,  fhould  thefe  general  Evacuations  prove 
ineffeduah 

.  V  .. 

This  bold  Affcrtion  which  fhows  them  to 
be  ignorant  of  all  regular  modem  Pradice, 
put  me  upon  enquiring  narrowly  into  the 
Writings  of  our  Predecefiors,  to  find  which 
of  them  patronized  this  -popular  and  prevail^ 
ing  Error,  not  doubting  but  that  lome  Au¬ 
thors  of  Reputation  .  (at  lead:  for  Learning) 
might  have  declared  in  Favour  of  this  Bangui- 
nary  Dodrine ;  for  I  could  not  periwade  my 
fe If  that  any  Set  of  Men.  regularly  educated 
to  honed  and  laudable  Callings  (to  which  if 
they  applied  themfelves  with  Diligence,  they 
would  find  but,  little  Leifure  for  other 
Buftnefs)  could  cither  tax  us  with,  or  prefume 
of  themfelves  to  maintain,  fo  falle  and  dan¬ 
gerous  a  Pradice  5  but  after  a  drid  Search  a- 
mono  the  mod  celebrated  both  ancient  and 
modern  Phyficians,  it  appears  they  are  fo  far* 
from  countenancing  this  extravagant  Pofuion* 
that  on  the  contrary  they  all  agree,  that  thefe 
Evacuations,  but  efpecially  Bleeding,  may  of¬ 
ten  prove  of  the  mod  dangerous  Con fcquence 
as  well  in  the  Beginning,  as  at  any  other  time 
of  an  acute  Difeaie* 


It 
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It  mutt  be  confefied  that  Dr.  Sydenham's 
Works,  by  being  tranttated  into  English,  have 
in  a  great  meafure  contributed  to  thisHrrour * 
for  by  this  Means  he  is  become  the  common 
Refuge  of  Valetudinarians ,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  who  quack  with  others.  And  there 
finding  that  he  begins  the  Cure  of  mod  Dif- 
eafes,  which  he  treats  of,  by  bleeding,  vomit¬ 
ing  or  purging,  think  they  cannot  err  in  pur- 
iuing  the  fame  Method  in  the  like  Diftempers  % 
whereas  if  they  would  carefully  read  his 
Works,  and  make  themfelves  Matters  of  his, 
and  all  true  Pra&ice  in  Phyfick,  they  would 
find  that  whenever  he  preferibes  Bleeding,  he 
doth  it  with  this  Caution,  that  it  is  not  con¬ 
trary  to  any  general  Maxim  |  for  in  all  Fe¬ 
vers  he  abftains  (r)  from  Bleeding  where  the 
Blood  is  weak;  or  deftitute  of  a  fufficient 
Quantity  of  Spirits.  And  then  as  to  the  Quan¬ 
tity  to  be  taken  away,  he  referves  (2)  that 

intirely 


0)  Quoties  mihi  cum  aegris  res  eft, quorum  fanguis  vel  per 
fe  imbecillior  exiftit,  (uti  fere  in  puerisj  vel  jufta  fpirituum 
copia  deftituitur,  (xst  in  iiedivrore  aetate,  atq;  etiam  in  juveni- 
bus  diuturno  aliquo  motboconfeeftis)  a  venae  fe&ione  manum 
tempero.  Sydenham,  p.  18. 

(2)  Menfuram  quod  attinet,  mihi  folenne  eft  earn  duntax- 
at  fanguinis  quantitatem  detrahere,  quantum  conjicere  liceat, 
quae  aegrum  ab  incommodis,  quibus  immodicam  ejufdem 
commotionem  obnoxiam  efte  diximus,  incolumem  prseftat. 
Sydenham ,  p,  19. 
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intirdy  to  his  own  Judgement  5  for  neither 
he,  nor  any  other  Phyfidan  was,  or  ever  will 
be  able  to  fix  upon  a  general  Meafure  3  the 
Violence  of  the  Difeafe,  and  the  Strength  of 
the  Patient,  being  the  only  Lights  we  have  to 
dired  us  in  this  Point :  And  as  a  competent 
Knowledge  of  thefe  two  Powers  is  of  the 
greateft  moment  in  the  Cure  of  acute  Dif- 
cafes,  fo  doth  it  require  the  greateft  Labour 
to  attain  it,  as  well  as  the  greateft  Sagacity  in 
applying  it,  as  will  be  more  fully  fhown  here¬ 
after.  It  is  not  only  in  taking  away  too  much 
Blood  that  we  may  do  Mifchief,  but  alfo  in 
foo  (3)  little,  the  Fever  being  by  that  Means 
oftentimes  more  exafperated,  than  if  we  had 
not  taken  any  :  It  is  a  falfe  Way  of  reafoning 
to  fay  that  Bleeding  a  fecond  time  will  make 
Amends  for  the  Deficiency  of  the  firft  3  be- 
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y.ca  t t?j  t iXtKicts  accf  dvvufjt/iai^y  or* 

<p/.i^0Tcuj7)rLc-j  '/ycpifiejui  to  ttoctov  Si  rlj’g  Kivatrw;,  die  cutvtwv  uq- 
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><ur,  UAAOi  JCj  7Zt)V  xAA&V  AUf/jfieUVtoJ^-  TCtVTtA  Oi  ifiv  ATI  7TA>]6&)piX.YI  KCt- 

(rw^ot/jA,  y  §>7rsptiVMl®J  yt/jcir,  xlf®*  xpeciris,  ti\  &>pocv  xcu 

/  1  /  \  \  \  ‘  '  Q  a'  •  '  0/ 

%■: puv  Ttf/yyof//evi},  xxi  tu  X.U.TU.  zpayyap^ov  fiicv  yzy  ovotx  'Sag*  re 

•JTOJOTVTOC,  KCtt  JTesreVjJTiK,  TU)V  i^^strfjt/ivavy  JlCXfUCTHi;  TS  XXf  XiyuVii? 

uxoi  ytyovviKs  »  Galen,  Tom.  10.  p.4.39.  A. 

liaque  ut  accurate  et  ad  unguem  prseferibatur  in  quibus 
morhis,  et  quantum  demendum  fit  languinis,  prorfus  aefti- 
ipandum  quam  magnus  morbus  fit,  quamque  validae  flnt  vi¬ 
res.  Fernelius  Metb.  Med.p.zy. 

(3 )  In  febre  ardente,  pleuritide,  peripneumonia,  angina, 
phrenitide,  apoplexia,  aliilque  magnis  morbis,  a  fanguinis  tur- 
gefeentia  aut  meurfu  <pxsy povaSu  oriundis,  phlebotomia  dimi- 
nura  temper  plus  offick  quam  prodeft.  Willis  Pharin#c.  Rat , 
p.  iGz. 

caufc 
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caufe  the  Opportunity  of  relieving  may  be 
loft,  before  it  is  fafe  to  bleed  a  fec-ond 
time;  For  Inftance,  Suppofe  a  Perfon  attack¬ 
ed  by  a  Fever  is  too  fparingly  blooded,  this 
may  not  be  certainly  difeovered,  'till  the  next 
Return  of  the  Paroxyfm  or  Fever-Fit.  Du¬ 
ring  this  Fit,  which  may  laft  12,  16,  or  24 
Hours,  no  prudent  Phyftcian  (4)  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  bleed  without  the  moft  prefling  Nc- 
ceffity,  in  which  time  fome  irreparable  Mis¬ 
chief  may  be  done  by  the  Fury  of  the  Dis¬ 
temper:  On  the  other  hand,  if  too  much 
Blood  be  taken  away,  the  Patient  through 
Weaknefs  is  unable  to  ftruggk  through  half 
the  ufual  Period  of  the  Difeafe,  but  dies  op- 
prefted  by  the  Load  or  Malignity  of  the  mor¬ 
bid  Humour. 

But  this  is  not  all,  there  is  yet  a  further 
Misfortune  attending  this  unlimited  Practice 


(4)  Quod  fi  vehemens  febris  urget,  in  ipfo  impetu  ejus 
fanguinem  mittere  hominem  jugulare  eft,  expeeftanda  igitur 
intermiffio  eft  ;  ft  non  decedit,  cum  crefcere  defiit.  Celf. 
p.  8°.  * 

toiv  SJoi  varov  %ct,o%rMv  yjivZovrcte,  rviq  &  htycttpereaif, 

*>  t!  H  —  /  '  *  '  /  *-  ~  ^ 

QA>  UTTCCvU  KttiOcO  <pte/3oTO[*iCTa[/jZP  TW  UXfJUW  ftyVOV  OV  TTVpZTOtq  TOiV  fA>£- 

piKM  (pvXccTTof/jivot  %&yo\vri/ju>v ,  Paul.iEgin.  p.  189. 

In  quacunque  diei  vel  no&is  hora,  poftulante  neceffitate, 
venam  incides,  attendens  Temper  in  febrientibus  quidem  ex¬ 
acerbation^  declinationem.  JEti)  Tom.  i.p.  114. 

Unum  eft  ut  nunquam  in  acceffione  fanguinem  mittatis,  r; 
fit  periculumfufTocanonis.  Menwial*  Pr&L  Parav.  553. 
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of  Bleeding  in  Fevers,  in  as  much  as  fomc 
Sorts  of  them  will  in  no  wife  bear  the  Lofs 
of  Blood,  but  muft  be  managed  in  a  very 
different  manner.  And  indeed  a  Fever  is  fo 
far  from  being  in  its  own  Nature  a  Reafon 
for  Bleeding,  that  in  many  Diforders  which 
require  letting  Blood,  we  are  dire&ed  ($) 
however  not  to  bleed,  when  they  are  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  Fever.  And  Rrojper  Martianus, 
that  moil  judicious  Commentator  on  Hippo- 
crates ,  obferves  that  this  great  Man  was 
more  timorous  of  Bleeding  in  (6)  Fevers  than 
in  any  other  Diilemper,  and  that  he  never  ad¬ 
mitted  of  it  in  (7)  putrid  Fevers. 

Avicenna  a  celebrated  Arabian  informs  us, 
that  fome  Fevers  are  accompanied  with  Con- 


(c)  ’ZtTUO-UjS  YtHOQS  froUCIVAUV  Uv£V  TTVDirS,  °/OC<r(X,l. 

HV  ffl  £AKO$  n,  <PM/60T0[/j£ZIV  7U$  £KTt»f  0  fA/Vj  7TVpiTXiV^, 

C/Ofi roi  «|<*7 r«as  cc<Pavoi,  o6Xvp£T0t  ftViv  tyXifioToptiiiv .  Hippocrat, 
Morb.  Pop.  1.  z.  fedf.  p. 

(6)  Et  haec  adnotare  vellcm  recentiorcs  medicos,  ad  fe- 
candam  venam  adeo  audaces,  coniideiareque  quoties  contra 
praefentem  coacam  in  aegrotantiuin  perniciem  eos  errare  con- 
tingat,  dum  non  in  hoc  morbo  tantum,  fed  in  quolibet  alio 
dummodo  febris  adfit,  ftatim  ad  venas  fedlionem  deveniunt, 
quod  non  folurn  Hippocratis  dodtrinae  non  convenit,  fed  ei 
omnino  adverfatur,  qui  venae  fedtionem  propter  febrem  adeo 
tirrmit,  ut  faepe  ejns  gratid  a  venae  fedtione  abftinere  exifti- 
mavit.  Profp.  Mart,  in  Hippoc.  p.  591. 

(7)  Prudetis  fenex  venae  fedlionem  in  febribus  putridis 

- -adeo  fufpedtam  habuit,  ut  pro  earum  euratione  nullibi 

cam  admiferit.  Profp.  Mart .  p.  591. 
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vulfions,  (8)  Watchings,  and  profu fe  Sweats, 
in  which  we  are  to  bleed  fparingly  ;  and  that 
it  is  the  peculiar  Nature  of  other  Sorts  to  be 
carried  off  by  a  (9)  Loofenefs,  in  which 
Bleeding  is  altogether  fuperfiuous.  Hence  we 
may  learn  that  a  Phyftcian,  before  he  ven¬ 
tures  to  bleed  in  Fevers,  ought  to  be  per- 
feftly  acquainted  with  their  Natures  and  Dif¬ 
ferences,  and  able  to  determine  what  Sort 
(10)  of  Crifis  each  particular  Fever  is  likeli- 
eft  to  end  in,  and  how  long  it  will  continue : 
by  this  Fore-knowledge  he  is  qualified  to 
judge  whether  Bleeding  is  neceffary  or  not  * 
and  if  neceffary,  whether  in  the  Beginning, 
or  what  other  Time  of  the  Difeafe.  To 
this  Sagacity  of  Hippocrates  it  was  owing, 
(Ti)  fays  Mercurialts,  that  he  did  not  bleed 
Anaxion  in  a  Plcurify  ’till  the  8th  Day>  though 


(8)  In  febribus  praeterea  cum  quibus  advenit  fpafmus  mino- 
retur  phlebotomia,  licet  fueritneceflaria;  quoniam  cum  fpaf¬ 
mus  accidit,  vigilare  facit,  et  fudare  multum,  et  dejicit  vir- 
tutem.  Avicen.  p.78. 

(9)  Et  multoties  etiam  habenti  febrem,  et  habenti  capitis 
dolorem,  quiex  conlilio  phlebotomia  eifet  medicandus,  fuper- 
venit  fluxus  ventris  naturaliter  qui  phlebotomiam  excufat. 
Avicen. p,  80. 

(10)  T«v  3  SspecTTiiijv  ccpi^x  xv  Trcttoife,  7rpo£iJ&$  ret,  icrsfX/znx  \k  tu* 
nttpiovTw.  Hip.  Praenot.  p.477.  vid.  Fernel.  Meth.Med.  p.  34. 

(n)Ego  autem  dico,  Hippocrates ,  forfan,  etiamfi  initio  vo- 
catus  fuiflet,  (ad  Anaxionem  fcil.)  non  ant&  mifiHefanguinem: 
fiquidem  diviniffimus  fenex,  inter  alia  praeclariffinia  mgenij 
dona  illud  habuit,  ut  miridee  praecognofceret  morbos  futuros, 
morborum  naturas  et  eventus,  ut  oftendunt  divina  iplius  hac 
de  re  monumenta.  Mercurial.  Pr*l.  Patav.  237. 


the 
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the  Fever  and  Symptoms  were  very  high* 
and  we  have  a  very  fignal  Inftance  of  the  like 
Penetration  (12)  in  Galen .  He  was  called 
into  a  Confutation  upon  a  young  Gentleman 
in  Rome,  who  had  been  five  Days  ill  of  a  Fe¬ 
ver  *  he  found  the  other  Phyficians  come  to  a 
Refolution  to  bleed  him,  and  agreed  with 
them  that  Bleeding  was  abfolutely  necefiary, 
but  at  the  fame  time  faid,  if  they  would  have 
a  little  Patience,  Nature  would  do  that  Bufi- 
nefs  her  felf  much  better :  Accordingly,  in  a 
very  little  time  and  before  he  left  the  Room, 
the  Youth  was  feized  with  a  large  Effufion  of 
Blood  at  the  Nofe,  which  perfectly  carried  otF 
the  Fever.  Every  Phyfician  without  doubt 
will  allow,  that  nothing  could  have  happened 
more  fortunately  for  this  young  Man,  than  the 
Fore-knowledge  of  this  Crifis,  and  that  if  he 
had  been  blooded,  the  Fever  in  all  Appearance 
would  have  been  prolonged,  fuppofing  no 
worfc  Confequencc  !  Of  fo  great  moment  is  it 
to  be  well  skilled  in  the  Movements  of  the  dif- 
eafed  Humours  before  we  pretend  to  regulate 
or  dired  them. 

(13)  Ramazzini  tells  us,  that  an  eminent 
Phyfician  who  attended  Armies  in  the  Field, 


(12.)  Vid.  Galen,  de  Vrznot. 

(13)  Quoad  febrium  harum  curationem,  funeftam  admo- 
durn  venae  fedtionem  fibi  obfervatarn  teftatur,  et  ab  ilia  religi* 
Oi,c  abftinuifle.  Kamaz  de  Morb .  Artific.  p.  299. 

conftantly 
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conftantly  obferved  that-  Bleeding  was  very 
pernicious  in  Camp-Fevers:  And  when  (14) 
Dr.  Friend  takes  notice  of  Alexander  Tralli - 
anus  his  Pra&ice  in  Bilious  Fevers,  viz. 
“  That  he  ufed  Purging  and  not  Bleeding;  he 
“  adds,  this  Method  when  purfued  judici- 
<c  oufly  is  attended  with  furprizing  Succefs ; 
“  for  this  may  often  be  the  moft  proper  way 
of  following  or  affifting  Nature  :  And  Ga- 
“  len  well  obferves,  that  one  Method  of 
u  bringing  this  Diftemper  to  a  Crifis  is  by  a 
<c  Loofenefs.  ”  It  is  of  thefe  Sorts  of  Fevers 
Fernelius  (15)  fpeaks,  when  he  fays,  if  they 
arife  from  Humours  collected  and  ftagnating 
in  the  Stomach,  or  concave  part  of  the  Li¬ 
ver,  they  cannot  be  cured  by  Bleeding. 

Many  more  Inftances  might  be  given  of 
Fevers  and  other  acute  Difeafes,  in  which 
wife  Phyficians  have  been  cautious  of  Bleed¬ 
ing,  or  have  wholly  abftained  from  it  ;  but 
thefe  already  mentioned  may  ferve  to  let  eve¬ 
ry  one  fee  how  incumbent  it  is  on  all  thofe 
who  pra&ife  Phyfick  to  be  converfant  in  the 
Hiftories  of  Difeafes.  The  many  Volumes 

r  1  ■  '■■■'  -  —  ■■■■■-'  1^— ■■■  ■■  1  ■■— !■■■■■  ■  ■ 

( 14)  Vide  Friend’s  Hiflory  of  Phyfick,  Vol.  i.p.  90. 

(15)  Nam  et  interdum  circa  ventriculum,  maximeque  os 
ipfius,  er  jecinoris  partes  fimas,  coacervatus  humor  exardefeens 
febrem  parit  continuam,  quam  ut  et  ejus  caufam  non  poffit 
phlebotomia  tollere.  lernel.  Meth,  Mid.  p.  23, 
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that  have  been  written  on  this  Branch  of 
Phyftck  alone,  clearly  demonftrate  how  labo¬ 
rious  a  Task  it  is  to  become  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  them  :  And  if  Hippocrates , 
who  knew  more  of  this  Science  than  any 
Man  then,  or  perhaps  fince,  living,  complains 
(i  6)  that  Life  is  too  (hort  to  admit  of  Per^ 
fedion  in  it,  what  notable  Genius’s  muft  they 
be  who,  without  proper  Education,  Inftrudi- 
on,  or  even  Reading  in  the  Profeffion,  take 
upon  them  fo  weighty  a  Charge  ? 

We  are  now  to  confider  thofe  Fevers  in 
which  Bleeding  is  ufeful  or  dangerous,  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  Difeafe  Bands  circumftantiated  : 
Su^h  are  all  continued  Fevers  not  putrid, 
Small-Pox,  Meades,  Pleurifies,  &c.  In  thefe 
Bledding  is  often  necefifary,  and  without  it 
the  Patient  may  run  manifeft  Hazard  of  his 
Life  :  And  yee  in  the  very  fame  Diftempers, 
the  Circumftanccs  either  of  the  Difeafe,  the 
Ikk  Perfon,  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  &c.  may 
make  Bleeding  not  only  dangerous,  but  even 
pernicious  in  its  Confcquences ;  and  this  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  prove  from  the  concurring  Te¬ 
ll  i  monies  of  the  mod  eminent  Phyficians,  not 


(  O  (ZpOCYVt;,  VJ  rgVVJJ  fAiUX-pV .  0  -)  KXipqq  !J  -)  TTtipOC 

.  •  ~  M  /  ..  <. *  *.\r  ,  1  /  ..  V'  /  v 

iryjx Azp*»,  >5  ai  xficris  xate/rvi,  eti  a&  ou  y$vw  iwvrov  7fecpi^tiv  rec  «*- 

*VTCC  7TOHOVTCC,  Oi? I  As*  <£  TOV  VO(TiO'JTK>  KXf  TOVf  JTflSpsWfltS,  XUi  TU 

&*v.  Hip.  Aphor.  fe&.  ?.  a,  r  . 
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doubting  but  that  their  united  Opinions  will 
in  this  Cafe  carry  flronger  Evidence,  and  be 
more  perfuafive  than  any  other  Kind  of  Ar¬ 
guments  whatever :  For  what  they  have  laid 
down,  is  intirely  founded  on  moft regular  and 
accurate  Obfervations  of  the  Nature,  Pro- 
grefs,  and  Cure,  of  Difeafes  5  on  Obfervations, 
which  not  only  their  own,  but  all  fucceeding 
Experience,  hath  confirmed  the  Truth  of  5  and 
therefore  it  is  that  the  Maxims  and  Rules 
which  they  have  thence  formed,  appear  with 
that  Clearnefs,  as  fully  to  convince  all  Men 
who  carefully  confider  them,  and  feem  pro¬ 
bable  even  to  thofe  who  are  not  qualified  to 
judge  accurately  of  them.  For  Infiance, 

If  a  (17)  aDifeafe  arifes,  and  continues  from 
too  great  a  Fulnefs,  it  is  to  be  cured  by  Empty- 
ins:  :  Doth  not  this  command  our  Aflent  as 

ZD 

foon  as  propofed  >  Again, 

If  it  be  (1 8)  proper  to  purge  the  Body  of  a 
difeafed  Humour,  we  are  to  follow  the  Bent 
of  that  Humour,  unlefs  it  takes  an  improper 
Gourfe  j  that  is,  if  Nature  expels  a  difeafed 


(17)  *Anv  ir^yrfjutws  ot^rcc  uv  yarvusctTcc  fyjtjrxi,  xtvcerts  lijrat- 

ox$rcc  cctto  Hivcon®*  jrXurfhmt,  rxv  xhXuv  v;  btnvxv rtxcric. 

Hip.  Aph.  fed.  2.  a.  2 1.^  /  r  _  . 

(18) AA  £tt  aiyav,  oKts  ctv  ftghara  pWjj,  r cZvry  ocyur  | vf#* 

(pioyyTM  t  Hip-  ApH,  feCt.  1.  a.  2i. 
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Humour  by  Vomiting,  we  are  to  help  Na¬ 
ture  by  promoting  that  Difcharge  j  provided 
we  apprehend  no  Inconveniency  from  it  : 
If  that  Humour  falls  upon  the  lower  Bowels, 
&c.  we  are  to  ufe  Purgatives  j  if  the  Humour 
attempts  to  make  its  Paffage  by  the  Skin, 
we  are  to  aflift  it  by  Sweats,  Perfpiration,  <&c. 
But  if  the  Humour  iffues  at  an  improper  Vent, 
we  are  to  turn  the  Current,  and  carry  it  off 
at  one  more  convenient,  &c.  If  a  Vein  burfts 
in  the  Lungs,  we  muft  not  encourage  that 
Difcharge,  but  open  a  Vein  in  fome  other 
Part  of  the  Body,  or  alter,  or  flop  its  Courfe 
by  fome  other  Means,  by  reafon  that  the 
Lungs  are  a  very  improper  and  dangerous 
Part  for  fuch  a  Vent. 

But  before  we  proceed  to  the  main  Defign, 
it  muft  be  here  obferved  ,*  that  the  Clearnefs 
of  thefc  Maxims,  and  others  of  the  fame  Na¬ 
ture,  make  unthinking  People  imagine  them- 
felves  fufficiently  qualified  to  put  them  in 
Practice  5  whereas,  if  they  confidered  them 
juftly,  they  would  be  convinced  of  their  own 
Weaknefs,  as  well  as  of  the  Difficulty  of 
the  Attempt.  To  inftance  in  the  Maxim  laft 
mentioned,  it  fuppofes  that  there  may  be 
noxious  Humours  making  their  Way  out  of 
the  Body,  which  however  (19)  ought  not  to 


/  \  ^  A  ft  ^ 
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fee  immediately  purged  off  5  fo  that  the 
Knowledge  of  this  Rule  doth  not  make  them 
in  the  leaft  the  wifer,  unlefsthey  have  Judge¬ 
ment  to  difcern,  whether  the  offending  Hu¬ 
mour  ought  to  be  carry ed  off  or  not  ^  and  if 
it  ought,  at  what  Time,  by  what  Means, 
and  through  what  Channels  it  muft  be  con¬ 
veyed,  &c.  But  to  get  at  this  Knowledge, 
they  muft  take  fuch  Roads  as  they  never  yet 
have  travelled,  and  consequently  be  in  great 
Danger  of  loling  both  them  Selves  and  their 
Patients.  I  remember  three  fatal  Inftances,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  Ignorance  of  Some  of  thefe 
Kinds  of  Practitioners  in  pur  filing  the  Maxim 
now  in  queftion ;  two  of  them  were  of  Per- 
ions,  who  having  weak  or  obftruCted  Livers 
were  alfo  affeCted  with  Eruttations,  Nau Sea¬ 
rings,  Retchings,  and  Lofs  of  Appetite,  Symp¬ 
toms  very  common  in  this  Diforder  5  who 
being  vomited  by  Some  of  thefe  c^sEfculapi- 
uss,  without  any  Preparation,  one  fell  into  an 
Hepatitis  or  Inflammation  of  the  Liver,  of 
which  he  died  Soon  after  5  the  other  into  a 
Schirrus  which  ended  in  an  incurable  Drop- 
fy  :  For  they  not  SuSpeCting  any  latent  Cau(e 
of  thefe  Complaints,  had  Regard  only  to  the 
Symptoms  of  SickneSs  at  Stomach,  Retchings, 
and  concluded  they  ought  to  help  Na<- 
ture  by  Vomits  •  Whereas  if  a  prudent  PhyfU 
cian  had  been  con  Sul  ted,  he  muft  probably 
have  discovered  that  the  Caufe  did  not  lie  in 
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the  Stomach,  and  would  have  endeavoured 
to  remove  the  ObftruCtions  by  a  futable  Me¬ 
thod.  The  other  Cafe  was  of  a  Child  about 
four  Years  old,  apparently  in  a  perfeft  State 
of  Health,  whole  Mother,  under  concern 
that  the  Boy  did  not  eat  his  Breakfaft  as  hear¬ 
tily  as  he  ufed  to  do,  fent  for  an  Operator, 
allowed  by  the  good  Women  to  be  very 
skilful  in  Childrens  Diforders,  (and  indeed  the 
weaker  and  more  ignorant  the  Quack  or 
Phyftcian  is,  he  is  generally  fuppofed  the  bet¬ 
ter  to  underhand  the  Difeafes  of  Children) 
who  without  further  Enquiries  gave  the  Child 
a  Vomit,  of  which  he  died  under  the  Ope¬ 
ration.  Upon  opening  the  Head,  it  was  found 
a  Vein  had  burfls  in  the  Retching  and  Strain¬ 
ing  to  Vomit.  Thefe  are  fad  Inftances  of 
Ignorance  and  Prefumption,  for  which  the 
poor  deluded  People  pay  dearly  here  5  but 
Purely  the  Authors  ot  their  Misfortunes  will 
be  called  to  a  fevere  Account  in  another 
Place.  There  feems  to  be  a  near  Refem- 
blance  between  them  and  thofe  barbarous 
Inhabitants  of  Sea  Coafts,  who,  when  there 
is  a  Storm,  light  up  Fires  in  the  Night,  to, 
entice  diftreffed  Ships  to  a  deftruCtive  Shore : 
The  Difference  indeed  is,  that  thofe  Barbari¬ 
ans  have  nothing  elfe  in  View  but  to  deftrdy 
and  plunder  5  whereas  unqualified  Practitio¬ 
ners  may  defign  well,  though  it  is  certain  they 
light  up  their  Fires  (and  that  for  the  Sake  of 

Profit 
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Profit  too )  without  examining  whether  the 
Coafts  are  fafe  enough,  or  not :  And  as  every 
prudent  Mariner  would  rather  chufe  to  ftand 
out  the  mod  dreadful  Tempeft,  than  venture  to 
put  in  on  fuch  fufpeded  Places ;  fo  every  wife 
Man  will  fooner  rely  on  the  Strength  of  his 
Conftitution,  and  the  Interpofition  of  Provi¬ 
dence  in  the  mod  dangerous  Difeafe ;  than 
truft  his  Life  to  the  Condud  of  Perfons, 
whofe  Abilities  there  is  fuch  Reafon  to  fufped. 

Though  the  Pradice  of  thefe  Men  is  in  it 
felf  as  wicked  as  it  is  fatal,  I  am  fully  per- 
iwaded  that  many  of  them  are  honeft  Men, 
and  have  fallen  into  this  Errour  from  a  Belief, 
that  there  is  not  fo  much  Study  or  Judge¬ 
ment  necefiary  to  qualify  Perfons  for  the 
Curing  of  Difeafes,  as  we  pretend  .  And  I  will 
not  fay  but  that  the  Folly  and  Ignorance  of 
fome  Phyficians,  may  have  contributed  very 
much  to  vilify  the  Profeffion,  and  incourage 
the  Invafions  that  are  made  upon  it ;  though  I 
think  there  are  few  or  none  of  that  Clafs 
now  among  us,  and  dare  affirm,  that  this 
City  was  never  at  any  time  fupplied  with 
fo  many  Phyficians  of  Probity,  Induftry, 
Learning  and  Abilities,  as  at  prcfent  5  which 
muft  be  attributed  to  the  Agreement  between 
the  Univerfity  of  'Dublin?  and  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  in  Purfuance  of  which  young 
Gentlemen  are  obliged  to  undergo  an  Exa- 
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ruination  by  the  College,  before  they  are  ad* 
mitted  to  take  a  Degree  in  Phyfick. 

There  is  another  Rule  of  Pra&ice  included 
in  the  foregoing  general  Maxim,  which 
would  be  well  worth  thefe  Gentlemen's  Con- 
federation,  who  fo  rafhly  undertake  the  Cure 
of  Difeafes  5  and  then  let  them  fay,  whether 
they  think  themfelves  capable  of  executing  it, 
without  applying  themfelves  to  the  Study  of 
the  Nature  and  Cure  of  Diftempers;  viz>.  If 
Sweating  relieves  in  a  Fever,  it  is  to  be  in- 
couraged,  but  if  it  aggravates  the  Difeafe  it 
mud  be  flopped,  and  the  Humour  carried  off 
another  way,  if  neceffary :  In  this  Cafe,  none 
but  a  skilful  Phyfician  can  tell  whether 
Sweating  relieves  or  not  5  for  he  muft  not 
judge  alone  from  the  Remiflion  of  Pain,  or 
Heat,  the  Quietnefs  of  the  Pulfe,  or  the 
Mildnefs  of  other  Symptoms,  that  the  Difeafe 
is  abated  ;  many  Fevers  whether  attended  with 
Sweats  or  not,  having  at  certain  Periods  a  Re- 
miffion  of  all  thefe?  though  the  Danger  conti¬ 
nues  as  great  as  ever  :  And  if  in  fuch  a  State, 
Nature  is  untimely  provoked  to  a  new  Sweat 
in  Hopes  of  further  Relief,  the  Blood  will  be 
anew  enraged,  and  the  Patient  deprived  of  that 
Reft  which  v/ould  have  enabled  him  to  ftrug- 
gle  with  the  next  Return  of  the  Fever  Fit. 
Again,  if  Sweats  be  attended  with  Ravings, 
Convulfions,  Reftleffnefs,  &c.  we  muft  not 

from 
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from  hence  judge  that  Sweating  aggravates  the 
Difeafe,  and  that  it  therefore  ought  to  be  flop¬ 
ped  5  for  thefe  turbulent  Symptoms  are  fre¬ 
quently  the  Sign  of  an  approaching  Crifis, 
and  if  in  fuch  a  Cafe  we  fhould  flop  the 
Sweats,  in  all  Likelihood  we  kill  the  Patient: 
So  that  befide  the  Abatement  or  Increafe  of 
outragious  Symptoms,  there  muft  be  many 
more  Signs  to  fatisfy  an  obferving  Phyfician 
that  the  Patient  is  relieved  or  grows  worfe  5 
the  Chief  of  which  are  the  Signs  of  Con¬ 
ception  or  Crudity,  and  thefe  are  more  efpe- 
cially  difcovered  by  the  Stools  and  Urine, 
upon  which  Head  alone  many  able  Phyficians 
have  beftowed  a  great  deal  of  well  employed 
Labour  j  for  every  Sediment  or  Breaking  of 
the  Urine  doth  not  denote  (20)  ConcoPti- 
on  j  on  the  contrary  fome  of  them  denote 
great  Crudity.  But  to  conclude  this  Point, 
If  we  do  not  difcern  the  Caufe  of  the  Re- 
million,  or  apparent  Abatement  in  the  Dif¬ 
eafe,  we  cannot  fay  whether  it  may  be  de¬ 
pended  on  or  not  5  for  we  daily  lee  what 
Hippocrates  long  fince  obferved,  that  in  the 
moft  malignant  and  mortal  Difeafcs  we  have 
fometimes  (21)  furprifing  Appearances  of  A- 

mendmenr. 
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Hip.  Prsenot.  f.  1 1. 

(21)  Tot  oXifya.  fafct/v.i<r£iVT&  fa/ecroy  rqfAttiUi,  Hip.  Frze- 

dift,  1, 1,  fe&,  6c  .  1  Ttk  ' 
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mendment,  which  foon  manifeft  themfelveS 
to  be  but  the  Fore-runners  of  Death. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  (how  the  like  Diffi- 
ty  in  every  Rule  of  Pra&ice  5  but,  having 
ftrayed  too  long  from  the  main  Subjeft,  I 
fhall  only  obferve  5  that  whoever  is  able  to 
determine  juftly  on  thefe  Things,  let  his  Edu¬ 
cation  or  ProfelEon  be  never  fo  low,  he  de- 
ferves  the  Title  of  a  wife  and  able  Phyfi- 
cian  :  And  if  any  unlicenfed  Practitioners  can 
make  it  appear  that  they  arc  thus  qualified, 
the  College  of  Phyftcians  declare  themfelves 
ready  to  admit  them  to  fhare  in  their  Prac¬ 
tice,  and  give  them  ample  Teftimonies  of 
their  Sufficiency.  But  I  know  of  no  humane 
Means  of  attaining  this  Knowledge  befiide  long 
Experience  joined  to  a  quick  difcerning  Ge¬ 
nius,  or  a  laborious  Search  into  the  Nature 
and  Cure  of  Diftempers,  in  the  Writings  of 
Phyficians  j  and  few  have  arrived  at  any  Per* 
feCfcion  in  this  Art  without  a  good  Share  of 
both. 


Tu  c»»  Tov'/ipotirt  cnj/AStourtv  xtsQtfyvT*,  yj  vk  h  %pqrc7<ri  [Mi  £v«YJ)jy- 
tu  S'tKTKoXx,  Hip.  Coac.  fe<Sl.  i.  n.  73.- 

Totcr*  [Ms  KvcpQw  «  Tnriv&K  Hip.  Aph.  2* 
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ALL  the  great  Men  in  Pradice,  from  Hip¬ 
pocrates  to  this  prefent  time,  have  al¬ 
lowed  Bleeding  to  be  necefiary  in  a  (22)  F ca¬ 
ver,  when  it  is  very  violent,  and  the  Patient 
of  a  robuft  Confiitution,  and  in  the  Flower 
ol  his  Age:  But  they  did  not  fo  ftridly  con¬ 
fine  themfelves  to  thefe  Limitations,  as  not  to 
allow  it  fometimes  alio  in  other  (23)  Cir- 
cumfiances :  For  if  the  Violence  of  the  Dif- 
temper  was  greater  than  the  Strength  of  the 
Patient  could  bear,  then  they  direded  Bleed¬ 
ing,  although  the  Perfon  was  weak  5  provided 
the  Phyfician  had  Reafon  to  think  it  would 
leffen  the  Diftemper,  more  than  the  Patient  s 


(22)  Tafi  o\la,  7nx,htt  (pXi&oTof/>vitre«;,  w  i%vpov  (pxivyTxi  to  v£cni(/joct 

01  ifcCVTtS  &K[AC&?a<ri  rvj  toiKtyy  KClfy  O&VTiOHTlV .  HippOC. 

Visft.  acut.  fe£i  23. 

Kama's  iv  cai  to?$  TTpotctifyoois  rcov  <z£&t  J'ixitvis  o^zuv  Trxp^vtjTXt  tyte- 

fidTOf/zlli)  I fjloS?,  OTXV  k)  Uilye 6  TO  V0(TVI{/jX,  Moil  OOXfAi&fy  Vi  VOff-®0,  1}  6  VO'- 

0 -civ,  tCj  papy  7rctfiv.  Galen,  Tom.  10.  p.  437.  f. 

iEgritudims  magnitudo  et  virtutis  robur  potifiimae  funt  in- 
tentiones  venae  incidendae.  JEtij  de  re  Med.  lib.  3 .  /»,  1 1  ? . 

(23)  Fieri  tamen  poteft,  ut  morbus  quidem  id  defideret, 
corpus autem  vixpatipoffe  videatur  fedfinullum  tamen  appa- 
reat  aliud  auxilium,  periturufque  fitqui  laborat,  nifi  temeraria 
quoque  via  fuerit  adjutus ;  in  hoc  fiatu  boni  medici  eft  oftende- 
re,  quam  nulla  fpes  fine  fanguinis  detra<ftione  fit,  faterique 
quantus  in  bacipfa  re  merus  fir,  ettum  demum  fi  exigaturlan- 
guinem  mittere.  Celf.  p .  79.  vid.  Galen,  de  Arte  Curat,  ad 
Glauc . 
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Strength  j  that  is,  they  were  authoriz'd  to 
bleed,  if  there  appeared  the  leaft  Poffibility 
of  doing  Good,  and  that  all  other  Means 
were  defperate.  But  becaufe  we  muft  often 
meet  with  great  Difficulties  in  forming  a  Judge¬ 
ment  on  fo  critical  a  Point,  we  are  com¬ 
manded  not  only  to  (24)  weigh  well  the  fe- 
vcral  Powers  of  the  Difeafe,  and  the  Patient  j 
but  befide  thefe,  all  fuch  Circumftances, 
wherein  Bleeding  hath  been  obferved  to  be 
fuccefsful  or  mifehievous  in  the  like  Cafes  : 
Such  are  the  Country  and  Climate  we  live 
in,  the  Seafons  of  the  Year,  the  Nature  of 
the  Weather  in  each  Seafon,  the  Tempera¬ 
ment  or  Habit  of  the  Body,  the  Manner  of 
Living,  the  Cuftom  or  Difufe  of  Bleeding  $ 
thefe,  and  others  of  the  fame  Nature,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Incidents  or  Symptoms  of  the 
Difeafe,  fuch  as  Watchings,,  Sweats,  Loofe- 
neffes,  &c.  and  their  feverai  Combinations, 
were  to  4i reft  the  Phyfician  in  his  Practice, 
when  the  Strength  of  the  Patient,  in  relped 
of  the  Difeafe,  could  not  otherwife  be  difeo- 
vered. 


(24)  Prseterea  et  habitus  totius  corporis  naturalis,  turn  anni 
tempus,  regio,  praefenfc  aeris  conftitutio,  vita  praecedens, 
vidtus  ratio,  an  fcilicet  cibi  potufque  muItitudiBerri,  eorhm 
praefertim  quse  plurimum  nutriunt,  homo  congeflerit ;  et  an 
confueta  exerdtia  reliquerit,  an  folitise  qusepiam  evacuationes 
detent®  fuferint.  JEtij  Tom,  i.p.  nz. 

An 
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An  acute  Difeafe  is  faid  to  be  great  or  ve¬ 
hement,  either  from  its  own  Nature,  its 
Cauie,  or  fome  terrible  Symptom.  Jt  is  in 
its  own  Nature  great,  as  it  hands  compared 
to  another  Diftemper  of  the  fame  Kind,  viz. 
a  Feaver  rifing  from  an  Inflammation  of  any 
Part,  is  greater  than  one  from  a  bare  Ob- 
ftru&ion  of  the  fame  Part  ;  a  Feaver  from  an 
Obftrudion  or  Inflammation  of  any  of  the 
more  noble  or  fenfible  Parts,  fuch  as  the 
Brain,  the  Fleart,  the  Lungs,  &c.  is  greater 
than  one  produced  by  an  Obflrudion  or  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  lefs  ufeful  or  fenfible 
Parts.  Next  we  muft  know  the  Nature  of 
the  Humour  which  feeds  the  Difeafe,  how 
much  it  is  degenerated,  and  what  Degrees  of 
Sharpnefs,  or  Crudity,  or  Malignity,  it  has 
acquired :  And  when  thefc,  and  many  more 
Things,  have  had  their  juft  Weight  in  the 
Mind  of  the  Phyfician,  he  hath  ftill  much 
W ork  behind,  he  is  to  inveftigate  and  find  out 
the  Strength  of  his  Patient, 

What  the  firft  Principles  of  Strength  are  in 
an  animal  Body,  is  not  ealily  determined ; 
but  Phyficians  have  by  long  Experience  ob¬ 
served,  that  certain  Signs  have  ever  preceeded, 
or  accompanied  the  Decay  or  Want  of 

D  2  Strength 
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Strength  in  the  Body,  as  well  as  the  Ap¬ 
proach  of  Didempers. 

And  thefe  Signs,  being  manifeded  by  the 
irregular  Exercifc  of  the  Fun&ions  and  Pow¬ 
ers  of  the  Body,  mud  be  as  various  and  nu¬ 
merous  as  thefe  Functions  are,  and  their  fe- 
veral  Degrees  of  Energy  and  Vigour ;  fo  that 
there  is  fcarce  any  Part  or  A&ion  in  the 
whole  Body,  but  gives  the  Phyfician  fome 
Light  into  the  Strength  of  his  Patient :  And 
thus  he  is  enabled  to  judge  of  Difeafes,  whe¬ 
ther  they  will  prove  long  or  fhorr,  mild  or 
dangerous;  and  by  this  Knowledge  to  pro¬ 
portion  his  Remedies  to  the  Urgency  of  the 
Evil.  So  true  is  it,  what  "Diocles  obferves  in 
his  Letter  to  King  Antigonus ,  (25)  That  as 
Storms  never  rife  in  the  Heavens  without 
giving  fome  Notices  before,  by  which  skilful 
Mariners  are  indru&ed  to  prepare  againd 
them  ;  fo  Difeafes  never  attack  us,  without 
difeovering  fome  Signs  of  their  Approach  : 
And  it  is  the  Excellence  of  a  Phyfician  to  be 
able,  by  thele  Signs,  to  foretel  the  Nature  and 
Danger  of  a  Difeafe :  For  by  this  Means  he 


fly)  Outs  tv  ra»  vpc&va>  <rv?ouri  jtotj,  pjcj/i  (rtfAsiav 

nvw  trpoyiyyoutzvuv.  oiemp  7rxpctKO?i&ov<riv  ot  vxvtmoi  km  ct  koXv- 
■?npci  t  ccvSkatuv  ;  ©yr£  Trad®-  iv  xv9pa xj*  (f>u<rn  <tv<?my)  ttots  /ah 

mA*  Tiv^  x’poyr/voyjtus,  Dioclis  Epift.  ad  Antigonum  Regem, 
apud  Paul,  ./Seiner.  p.  28. 

.  will 
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will  always  be  prepared,  fo  as  to  lofe  no  Time 
in  imminent  Dangers,  nor  hurt  or  weaken 
the  Conftitution  by  violent  Methods,  when 
he  knows  the  Diforder  will  be  flight ;  where- 
as  they  who  are  ignorant  of  the  Dodrine  of 
Prognofficks,  will  always  make  the  fame 
Preparation  again!!  a  mild  as  a  violent  Fea- 
*  ver ;  becaufe,  not  knowing  which  of  the  two 
will  happen,  they  conclude  it  fafeft  to  pre¬ 
pare  again!!  the  word,  without  ever  refled- 
ing  how  much  they  weaken  the  Condituti- 
on,  and  thereby  render  it  more  liable  to  Dif- 
eafes  for  the  future. 

As  the  Dodrine  of  Signs  is  of  the  greateft  Mo¬ 
ment  in  the  Pradice  of  acute  Difeafes  j  fo  is  it 
the  mo!!  difficult  Part  of  the  Phyfician  s  Study  ; 
he  can  never  be  too  cautious  in  diffijnguifh- 
ing  them  exadly  before  he  bleeds,  or  makes 
any  other  Evacuation  :  For  the  Signs  which 
denote  a  great  Oppreffion  from  a  Fulnefs  or 
Load  of  Humours,  have  oftentimes  fo  near  a 
Refemblance  to  thofe  which  denote  Weak- 
nefs,  that  they  are  not  eafily  didinguifhed  5 
and  a  Miftake  under  this  Circumflance  muft 
be  of  the  mo!!  dangerous  Confequence  j  for 
Weaknefs  forbids  all  (26)  Evacuations,  and 
an  Oppreffion  requires  very  large  ones. 

That 


(16)  In  omni  porro  evacuatione  maxime  refert  languidas 
(vires  icil.)  ab  oppreflis  internofeere;  hse  fiquidem  largarn, 

ill* 
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That  the  external  Temperament  or  Habit 
is  to  be  confidered  in  Bleeding,  appears,  in 
that  it  has  been  conftantly  obfervcd,  that  they 
who  are  (27)  of  a  pale  or  very  fair  Complexi¬ 
on  do  not  bear  Bleeding  well ;  as  alfo  they 
whofe  Muicles  are  of  a  flabby  loofe  Con¬ 
texture,  or  when  the  Veins  are  very  fmall  ^ 
Therefore  in  fuch  Temperaments  where  Bleed¬ 
ing  has  been  found  neceffary,  many  Phylici- 
ans  have  chofcn  to  bleed  by  (28)  Cupping 
and  Scarifying,  or  by  making  Inciftons  in 
fome  of  the  extream  Parts;  for  as  Celfus  (29) 
obferves,  this  manner  of  Bleeding  never  pro¬ 
duces  any  ill  Effed,  though  it  fliould  be  ufed  in 
the  very  Height  of  the  Feaver,  or  when  the 
Humours  are  in  the  greateft  Crudity  ;  that  is, 
when  they  are  mod  ftubborn,  or  lead  pre¬ 
pared  to  be  driven  out  of  the  Body  by  any 


illae  nuliam  evacuationetn  ferunt.  Fernel.  Meth.  Med,  p, 

38. 

(ij)  Xy!/£7T4C“X£3r/Sfl^  07TCi<Z  KpCtlTiC,  Tavfytf  ST#, 

•xa?  yj'iv  <f>  fhiyxXnt,  t%ovTu<;  to  5  QXsGsCf,  fovfart  pirfas,  xui/jCuMv- 
scifS.  u7roi>iocrzlpxi£<;,  ii(buts^ipev  x-ivaartiq.  hxvrikc  Cuto- 

fbiVCt>$.  CttfACt  T£  ytp  oXtyov  i%u<rw,  tVOM<P<>pyiTOV  TS  TVfl  (rccpx.06,  Galen, 
Tom.  10.  p.  442. 

(28)  Opus  efle  cucurhitula  poteft  in  morbis  longis— in  acu- 
tis  quoque  quibufdam,  fi  et  levari  corpus  debet,  et  ex  vena 
fanguinem  mitti  vires  non  patiuntur.  Celfi>  p.  83. 

(29)  Idque  auxilium  ut  minus  vebcmens,  ita  magis  tu- 
Uim ;  neque  unqnam  periculofum  eft,  etiamfi  in  medio  febris 
jmpetu,  etiamfi  in  cruditate  adhibeatur.  Ctlfh  p.  83,  84. 

critical 
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critical  Difcharge.  By  this  Obfervation  we 
fee,  that  the  Crudity  of  Humours  is  a  ftrong 
Reafon  againft  Bleeding  ;  and  that  it  is  the 
fame  as  to  Purging  too,  we  learn  from  Hip¬ 
pocrates ,  who  direfts  us  not  to  purge  in  (30) 
that  State,  or  in  the  Beginning  of  Feavers,  un- 
lefs  the  Humours  are  very  turbulent  and  on 
float,  which,  he  fays,  rarely  happens  5  and 
his  Reafon  is,  that  fuch  Humours  (31)  will 
riot  yield,  or  be  carried  off  by  Purgatives  s 
but  inftead  of  them,  the  found  and  uncor- 
rupted  Part  of  our  Juices,  which  fupport  our 
Strength  will  be  fpent,  without  leffening  the 
Difeafe.  The  fame  Reafon  will  hold  good 
as  to  Bleeding,  in  a  crude  State  of  the  Fluids; 
as  we  fee  when  Children,  or  others  of  a  weak 
Complexion,  are  injudicioufly  blooded  in  the 
Beginning  of  the  Small- Pox  :  Sometimes  the 
Pullules  are  not  able  to  break  through  the 
Skin,  through  the  Patient’s  Weaknefs;  in  o- 
thers  they  rufh  forth  in  prodigious  Multitudes, 
(nothing  of  the  crude  morbid  Matter  being 


(^O)  Tli7T6Vt&  <PctfSf/jCiK£V£lV,  KC&l  XlVtilV,  fJOYi 

w  fw  ofyoc,  7K  irXurcc.  ebeop^x.  Hippoc.  Aph.  fe&.  i.  a.  22. 

(31  )'/OKotrot  J'g  tk  <pXiy[AUivovTcc.  h  vyrov,  <y$  £<puv  sv  tm 

Tfhro&vWy  sTrifcstpxo-t  Xw&iv  cwnroiy- 

fjUsvou  xcti  (pXtyf/juivovl®^  vSir  o&<pxip£cwri>  iscti  yxp  bxb'taxnv  hytov  top 
TO  7tt  <^e  XVTZ%CVTX  TcS  VOVT^ t/jXTt,  XXI  vyiSlVCC  (TVVTyjX'OVri, 

ec<&iV£&>  H  $  <ratxic£l(&'  yivo[/j£vovt  to  vovmjf&ct  STTixpccTti  xxi 
Hipp.  de  veratri  ufu, 

*  carried 
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carried  off  by  Bleeding  5)  but  Nature  being 
weakened,  is  not  able  to  keep  them  out,  fo 
that  they  fall  back,  and  the  Patient  dies  in 
the  firft  Stage  of  the  Diftemper,  opprcifed  by 
the  Quantity  of  the  crude  Matter  returning 
Into  the  Veins.  And  though  in  Feavers  the 
difeafed  Humour  is  not  fo  vifible,  yet  we  arc 
fure  that  there  are  vitiated  Juices  in  one  as  well 
as  the  other,  from  the  large  fetid  Sweats, 
Vomitings,  or  Stools>  which  mod  People 
have  before  they  recover  from  a  Fcaver.  There 
are  many  other  (52)  Temperaments  which 
diiagree  with  Bleeding,  and  mud  be  mature¬ 
ly  con  fide  red  in  dubious  Cafes  5  which  can 

be  of  Ufe  to  thole  only  who  arc  converfant 

✓ 

with  the  Writings  of  Phyficians,  and  capa¬ 
ble  of  comparing  the  Defcriptions  given  in 
Books,  with  the  Appearances  to  be  met  with¬ 
al  in  the  fick  Perfon. 

As  the  Cuftom  or  Ufe  of  frequent  Bleed¬ 
ing  may  fometimes  (33)  be  of  great  Weight 

in 


( 32)  Vide  Galen  et  Ballon  de  fan* ninis ,  miffione,p.  134,  133. 

(33)  IC ut  f*ev  ^  xai  to  *0©-  a  ftoifee  n  rosAAce.  <r6f/j- 

zrurtx,  x%Yi)iis-ot  ©^5  77} v  tIjs  xiva<n&j  ivSsfyv.  Galen.  Meth. 
Med.  ad  Gtauc.  cap.  xv. 

Sunt  qui  objiciunt  confuetudinem,  ut  medicos  adducant  ad 
prsefenbendam  fbepe  libi  phlebotomiam,  fed  valde  liotanda 
funt  quae  a  Galeno  feribuntur,  ut  aliam  vacuationis  ration em 
pro  venae  feftione  fubftituamus.  Ballon,  p.  138. 

T« 
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in  determining  the  judgement  for  it  in  an  acute 
Difeax,  fo  at  other  times  it  may  be  a  ftrong 
Argument  againft  it,  inasmuch  as  frequent 
Loflcs  of  Blqod,  are  very  likely  to  enervate 
and  weaken  the  Conftitution  5  and  befide,  as 
Dr.  IVillis  (34)  obferves.  Bleeding  is  lefs  ef¬ 
ficacious  as  it  becomes  habitual. 

We  are  alfo  in  dubious  Cafes  to  enquire 
what  Light  we  may  receive  from  the  Nature 
of  the  Climate,  Country,  and  Seafons  of  the 
Year  :  For  if  wc  look  into  the  earlieft  Re¬ 
cords  of  Phyfick,  we  fhall  find,  that  it  was 
thought  neceflary,  (35)  for  all  Perfons  who 
pra&ifed  Phylick,  to  know  the  Situation  of 
the  City  or  Country,  where  they  lived,  and 
what  EfFe&s  it  had  on  the  Body  in  Health  and 
in  Sicknefs }  they  were  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  Nature  and  Properties  of  the  W aters  they 
drank,  and  of  the  Soil  which  afforded  Nou- 


To  t/Av  (bXefiot  (SaXiiv  noWa-Ktc,  $  .  C& i  STTlT^sicv  svoiAicrcc, 

\  rl  «  -  ^  9  v  /  -  i 

UfMOC  Uif/jCATl  TtOAAOO  (TW  iXXplVBTCCi  TO  (^COTiy^V  TTViDf/jOi,  TCUTOV  3  C6- 

HcXtcnCOf/ziVCU  ffpKVOTfpoV,  OTS  6a/K^  KCtToA/U^irCCi,  KM  7.IZVTU.  TU 

’fy'JfciKU  ipycc  %u(>ov  ztnrcti.  Galen,  de  fcarificatione  p.  45^.  Tom. 
}o  vid.  Ballon,  p.  138. 

(34^)  Porro  venae  fe&io  magnum  remedium,  fi  ad  par- 
vas  quafque  caufas  proftituatur,  quando  opus  erit  ad  grandes 
affe<£ius,  minus  efficax  evadet,  Willis  Pharm.  Rat.p.  258. 

Cavendum  ne  in  fecunda  valetudine  adverf«e  praefidia  con- 
fumantur.  Celf.p .  21. 

(35)  Vid .  Hippocr.  de  Aerihus ,  A^uis,  et  Locis.  fefl.  1. 
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rifhment $  they  were  to  obferve  the  Influences 
of  the  different  Seafons  of  the  Year,  and  the 
Changes  of  Weather  in  each  Seafon  5  the 
Powers  of  Winds  in  general,  and  of  thofe 
which  blew  mod  frequently  among  them, 
Whoever,  fays  Hippocrates ,  knows  all  thefe 
Things  perfectly,  will  never  be  at  a  Lois,  or 
commit  any  Miflake  in  the  Management  of 
the  Sick :  Both  Afclepiades  and  Galen  obser¬ 
ved,  that  the  People  of  Rome  and  Athens  did 
not  bear  Bleeding  (36)  well  inPleurifies,becaufe 
thefe  Cities  lay  moflly  expofed  to  the  South 
Winds  i  but  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Parosy 
and  other  Iflands  in  the  Helleflpont t  bore  Bleed¬ 
ing  better,  by  reafon  of  their  different  Situ¬ 
ation.  The  Phyficians  of  Paris  and  Lyons 
(37)  maintained  a  long  Controverfy  againfl 
each  other,  about  bleeding  in  Pleurifies;  the 
Phyficians  of  Lyons  condemning  thofe  of 
Paris  for  bleeding  too  profufely,  the  Pariji- 
ans  on  the  other  hand  derided  the  others,  as 
timorous,  and  too  fparing  of  Blood  in  the  fame 
Diftemper  :  This  War  continued  'till  the  Revi- 


36)  Afclepiades  et  Gaienus  obfervarunt  pleuriticos  quibus 
fecabatur  vena  Rom a  et  Athenis  male  habere,  quod  utraque 
civiras  itlagna  ex  parte  elTet  obverfa  auftris;  contra  in  Paro 
et  Hellefponto  bene  habebant,  quia  hi  objedli  funt  ventis  fepten- 
trionalibus.  Bolter,  in  Aphor.fetl.  i.a.2, 

(37)  Vid.  Boiler,  in  pr&ditrt.  Aphor . 

yal 
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val  of  the  Dodrine  of  Hippocrates  and  Galen 
in  France \  (which  had  lain  fome  hundreds  of 
Years  in  Oblivion,  the  only  Phyfick-Books 
then  read  in  the  Schools  being  Avicenna  and 
the  other  Arabians  j)  both  Parties  then  dis¬ 
covered  that  they  had  unjuftly  accufed  each 
other,  and  that  thcjrir  different  Situations  ju- 
ftihed  their  different  Pradice :  Baris  lying  to 
the  North,  and  Lyons  to  the  South.  I  wifh 
this  Obfervation  was  regarded  as  much  as  it 
deferves  in  this  Kingdom,  and  City  5  which 
have  fo  much  of  the  fame  Situation  with 
Rome ,  Athens ,  and  Lyons ,  where  they  were 
fo  cautious  of  Bleeding  in  Pleurifies. 

Be  fide  thefe  Confiderations,  we  are  re¬ 
quired  to  look  into  the  Patient's  (38)  Man¬ 
ner  of  Life  before  Sicknefs :  Whether  given 
to  Excefs  in  Eating  or  Drinking,  to  Sloth¬ 
ful  nefs,  to  violent  Exercife  or  Labour  5  for  from 
hence  alfo  we  may  learn  fomething  of  his 
Strength,  We  know  that  fuch  as  labour 
hard,  and  feed  (39)  poorly,  can  fpare  but 

little 


(^S)  ’OuSs  pXp  07TOTS  5TAI CifJkM  %VfAUV  fypMfai  T0100TCJV ,  1)$ 

<pht(ZoTO[juuv  6  Ao<y(^  iXiy^trctt.  payjifi  y^p  touto 
x  n-eiptreit,  Galen.de  Meth.  cur.  per  Ven.  iecE  Tom.  io,  438.  f. 

(39)  In  vitae  inftituto  video  multos  medicos  errare,  'plus 
fanguinis  in  iis  detrahentes,  quilaboriofas  artes  exercent,  ut  in 
febribus  et  fimilibus,  quam  in  iis  qui  in  artibus  fedenuriis  to- 

E  z  u 
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_  • 

Jittle  Blood  5  which  we  find  verified  by  the 
great  Havoc  k,  made  almoft  every  Spring,  a- 
niong  the  poor  Country/  Labourers  in  Pleu- 
rifics,  which  they  call  Stitches :  Their  only 
Remedy  being  repeated  Bleeding,  kill  Life  or 
the  Diftemper  ceafes :  And  feverai  obferving 
Gcntiemen  have  a  fill  red  me,  that  in  Seafons 
when  Pleurifies  have  been  rite,  few  or  none 
of  thofe  Sort  of  People  e leaped,  if  largely 
bled  :  This  is  not  the  Cafe  in  Pleurifies  alone, 
but  in  Feavers  alfo,  as  was  before  obferved 
from  (40)  Ramazzini.  But  we  are  not  to 
imagine,  that  the  poor  laborious  Life  is  the 
only  Sort  in  which  we  are  to  be  cautious  in 
Bleeding  :  For  we  final  1  often  meet  with  Dif- 
ficirities  in  the  other  Extream.  Galen  fays, 
that  an  (41)  Abundance  of  grofs  or  crude 


ti  fimt ;  quafi  in  ilfis  plus  infit  fanghinis,  viribufque  maxime 
valeanr,  non  animadvertentes  eriam  in  iliis  iangumem  et  fpiri- 
tus  exhauriri,  robur  vero  pocius  in  fohdiori  i'ubilantia  repo- 
fi tilth  die,  et  ex  qubridiano  alimento  fuppeditari,  cum  alio- 
qui  venae  non  multo  fanguine  refertae  tint.  Ballon,  p.  15 1. 

Ego  certe  neefine  commiferatione  video  paffim  miferos  a- 
gr  [colas  ad  publica  nofocomia  dtlatos,  et  medicis  junioribus 
e  ichola  nuper  egreffis  commiffos,  validis  catharticis  et  repeti- 
tis  phlebotomiis  penitus  exhauriri,  nee  quicquam  attendi  in- 
affuetudinem  quam  habent  ad  magna  remedia,  neque  virium 
i'mbeciilitatem  ob  exantlatos  labores.  Ramazzin.  de  Morb. 
Artific.p.  2S9. 

(40 )  Quoad  febrium  horum  curationem,  funeftam  ut 
plurimiun  venae  ledlionem  fibi  obfervatam  teihUur.  Ramaz, 
de  Morb'.  Art. 

(41)  Vid.  n.  30. 


Humours 
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Humours  is  no  bad  Argument  againft  Bleed¬ 
ing :  For  that  Perfons  who  are  full  of  thefe, 
want  Strength  3  and  that  fuch  Humours  are 
quickly  collected  in  thofe,  who  give  them- 
fclvcs  (42)  up  to  an  intemperate  Life. 

Thefe  few  Observations  may  be  fufficient, 
to  give  an  Idea  of  the  Difficulty  of  attaining 
fuch  a  Knowledge  in  Phyfick,  as  is  neceffary 
to  qualify  us  to  preferibe  Remedies,  even  in 
the  Beginning  of  acute  Difeales:  And  if  the 
hondl  and  confcientious  Part  of  irregular 
Praditioncrs,  will  ferioufly  confider  thefe 
Points,  i  am  confident  they  will  at  length  be 
convinced  of  their  Incapacity :  And  then 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  they  will  abftain 
from  fuch  Practices  for  the  future. 


(42)  'AtyoiZvCTL  SV  TZi'fctl,  UfAtOV  ftVfJjZv, 

hair/tpiim.  Gal.  deGurand.  Rat.  perven.  fedt.  tom.  10. 


ct.M'hci'r'iCJe, 

P*  4*3  4,* 


Of  the  Small- Pox. 


^TT^HE  Small-Pox,  being  aDifeafe  intircl/ 
,1  unknown  to  the  Greek  and  Latin  Phy-* 
ficians,  and  firft  taken  notice  of  by  the  Ara - 
bianSy  we  are  to  enquire,  whether  they 
thought  Eleeding  always  ncceflary  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  this  Diftemper.  But  to  fave  need- 
iefs  Trouble,  I  will  confine  my  felf  wholly 
to  Avicenna  $  having  neither  Time  nor  Op¬ 
portunity  of  examining  each  particular  Wri¬ 
ter  :  And  though  1  had  both,  it  would  be  a 
Work  altogether  unnecefiary,  if  (as  Di\  Friend 
observes)  he  was  little  more  than  a  Copier  of 
Rhazes  and  Half  Abbas ,  two  of  the  molf 
eminent  of  that  Nation.  We  find  then  that 
Avicenna  was  as  cautious  of  Bleeding  in  this 
Diftemper,  as  the  Greeks  and  Romans  were 
in  other  Fcavers  and  acute  Difeafes ;  and  per¬ 
haps  there  cannot  be  drawn  a  ftronger  Argu¬ 
ment  of  the  Wifdom  and  Penetration  ofthofe 
ancient  Founders  of  our  Art,  than  that  their 
Method,  of  curing  acute  Difeafes,  fhould  ob¬ 
tain  and  be  found  rational  in  the  Small- Pox 

/ 

and  xMeafles,  Dificmpcrs  not  known  in  their 
times.  Agreeable  to  this  Method,  Avicen¬ 
na  declares,  that  Bleeding  is  only  allowable 

in 
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in  this  Difeafe,  (1)  when  it  is  very  violent, 
the  Patient  drone,  and  of  a  fanguin  Condi- 
tution  5  and  that  this  mud  be  done  with  great 
Prudence  :  Otherwife,  it  may  be  of  very  ill 
Confequencc,  by  (2)  retarding  or  driving 
back  the  Pudules.  And  this  Apprehendon 
ftruck  fuch  Terrour  into  the  fucceeding  Phyfi- 
cians,  efpecially  in  the  northern  Parts  of  the 
World,  that  Dr.  Willis  (ays.  The  (3)  Englifb , 
before  his  Time,  thought  it  unlawful  upon  a~ 
ny  Pretext  of  Necedity  whatever,  to  bleed 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  Small  Pox  5.  but  it 
has  been  found  lately  by  Experience,  fays  he, 
that,  in  fome  Circumdances,  it  is  not  only 
ufeful,  but  necedary,  to  let  Blood :  But  if  it 
be  ufed  in  every  Kind  of  the  Small- Pox,  or 
if  a  greater  Quantity  be  taken  away,  than  the 
Nature  of  the  Difeafe,  or  Strength  of  the 


(1)  Oportet  in  vaiiolis  ut  incipiatur  et  extrahatur  fanguis 
fufficienter,  cum  conditiones  fuerint.  Avhm.  p .  435.  n. 
2  /. 

(2)  Et  fortafte  phlebotomia  eft  mala,  propterea  quod  re- 
pellit  et  convertit  id  quod  egreditur.  A-vicen.p.  ^.n.x.b. 

( 3)  Circa  miflionem  fanguinis,  inftante  variolarum  erupti- 
one,  valde  ambigitur ;  inter  noftrates  ohm  haec  res  facra  au- 
diebat ;  neque  lub  ullo  neceffitatis  praetextu  phlebotomia  ad- 
mitti  lolebat;  nuper  autem  experientia  duce,  inquibufdam  ca- 
fibus,  fanguinem  mitti  omnino  utile  et  neceflarium  efte  com- 
probatur ;  qu<£  tamen  evacuatio,  ft  in  quavis  conftitutione  in- 
difcriminatim  adhibeatur,  autquando  iliac  opus  fuerit,  in  quanti¬ 
tate  nimis  larga  peragatur,  magna  facpe  incommoda  exindefe- 
quuntur,  Willis  dc  Febrib.  123. 


Patient 


I 

40  Reflections  on  Bleeding, ,  &c.  in  the 

Patient  will  bear,  it  muft  be  very  pernicious  * 
and  this  is  no  ea'y  Matter  to  determine,  if 
we  believe  Baglivy ,  (4)  who  fays,  that  no 
Difkmper  requires  more  Learning,  Prudence, 
or  deeper  Penetration  into  the  Laws  and 
Movements  of  Nature.  And  if  it  were  of 
any  moment,  it  might  be  demonftrated,  that 
all  the  eminent  Phyiicians,  from  the  Arabi¬ 
ans  down  to  this  preient  Time,  were  of  the 
fame  Opinion  with  them,  in  regard  of  Bleed¬ 
ing  in  this  Diftemper.  But  Dr.  Sydenham 
having  defervedly  obtained  the  Character  of 
the  moft  judicious  W riter,  on  this  Subjed, 
and  under  whole  Authority,  all  Pretenders  to 
Phyfick  leem  to  skreen  their  Pradice,  we 
will  confine  our  feiyes  to  him  alone,  and 
make  it  appear,  that  he  is  as  far  from  coun¬ 
tenancing  their  Pretenfions,  as  any  of  his  Pre- 
deceflors  were :  For,  if  we  read  him  with 
judgement,  we  fhall  find,  that  in  Fad,  there 
is  no  inflammatory  Diftemper  in  which  he  is 
lefs  fond  of  Bleeding,  or  more  dubious  of 
its  eood  Succefs  :  He  doth  not  feem  to  think. 


(4)  Inter  acutos  morbos  non  infimum  obtinent  locum  va¬ 
riola:,  five  ut  aiij  yocant  ecthymata ;  et  quoniam  in  illis  fan- 
guinea  maifa  quafi  ioflammata  et  accenfa  eU,  et  interdum 
aura  veluii  maligna  afrlata,  magna  opus  ell  medico  dodtnna, 
prudentia  et  fegaci  cun&atione  m  illarum  curatione  ;  imo  reli- 
giosa  naturae  motuum  obfervatione,  aliter  perniciofi  nafeen- 
tar  errores.  Bagliv.p.  60. 


that 
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that  even  (5)  a  robuft  Conftitution,  in  the 
Prime  of  Youth,  is  a  fufficient  Pveafon  lor 
Bleeding  j  unlefs,  .alfo,  an  Excels  of  Wine,  or 
fpirituous  Liquors,  contributed  to  raife  the 
Feaver  :  For,  he  lays,  there  is  as  much  Dan¬ 
ger  in  (6)  impoverishing  the  Blood,  by  Bleed¬ 
ing,  V omits,  Glyfters,  and  Purges,  as  in  rai¬ 
ling  it  too  high  by  Cordials,  and  a  hot  Regi¬ 
men  :  For  by  that  Means,  we  may  weaken 
the  Blood  fo  far,  as  to  render  it  incapable  to 
pufh  out  the  dileafed  Humour,  or  to  prevent 
its  falling  back  again.  And  however  eafy  un¬ 
skilful  Perfons  may  think  it,  to  judge  of  the 
Strength  of  Blood,  neceffary  for  the  carrying 
on  this  great  Work  5  yet  that  great  Man  tells 
them,  (7)  it  is  a  thing  beyond  their  Reach,  cf- 

pecially, 


(5)  Animadvertendum  veto  eft,  quod  Had  adolefcentem 
vegetiorem  accerfor,  er  qui  infuper  liberaliore  five  vini  five 
liquoris  cujufcunque  fpirituofi  compotatione,  morbo  anfam 
dedit,  non  fatis  habeo  ad  fraenandam  fanguinis  ebullitionem, 
ut  tam  ledhilo  quam  cardiacis  abftineat,  nifi  adhaec  fanguis  e 
brachio  mittatur.  Sydenb.p.  113. 

(6)  Quemadmodum  aurem  inconfultum  eft,  atque  pericu- 
lofum,  calidicris  regiminis,  vel  cardiacorum  ope,  coeptam  e- 
buliitionem  nimis  evehere;  ita  e  contrario  nonfminus  vacat 
periculo,  mediantibus  venae  fedtione,  clyfteribus,  emeticis, 
catharticis,  aut  id  genus  aliis,  eandem  minuere,  cum  hoc  paddo 
partium  feparabilium  commoda  fecretio  plurimiim  impedia- 
tur.  Sydenb.  p.  108. 

(7)  Nempe  res  ardua  eft,  et  quae  muliercularum  ingenium 
atque  judicium  fuperat,  gradum  caloris  hie  requifiti  definire, 
praefertim  cum  anni  tempeftas,  aegrorum  aetas,  et  vitae  ratio, 
aliaque  hue  fpedfontia  limul  penfanda  veniant  >  id  quod  pru- 

F  dentem 
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pecially,  fays,  he,  when  the  Seafon  of  the 
Year,  the  Age  of  the  Patient,  his  Manner  of 
Li  fe,  and  many  other  Circutnftances,  muft  be 
maturely  confidered :  This,  fays  he,  doth  not 
only  require  the  Judgement  of  a  Phyfician,  but 
he  muft  alfo  be  of  a  wife  difeerning  Genius. 

It  may  be  obje&ed,  that  in  fome  Cafes  the 
Violence  of  the  Diftemper  is  fo  apparenr,  that 
every  one  muft  fee  the  Neceffity  of  immediate 
Bleeding  5  as  when  the  Patient  is  fuddenly  fei- 
fcd  with  acute  Pains  in  Head  and  Back,  with 
raving  or  convulfive  Fits :  Surely,  in  fuch  a 
Condition,  any  Perfon  may  bleed  without  the 
Advice  of  a  Phyfician.  I  anfwer.  No  5  and 
io  doth  Dr.  Sydenham:  (8)  Becaufe  very  of¬ 
ten  thefe  turbulent  and  outragious  Symptoms, 
do  not  denote  any  Malignity  in  the  Dif¬ 
temper  5  but  only  fhew  us,  that  Nature  is  then 
Struggling  with  the  morbid  Humour,  in  order 
to  drive  it  out  of  the  Blood  :  And  when  that 
Bufmefs  is  done  the  Storm  ceafes,  and  the 
Symptoms  grow  mild  without  the  Help  of 
Art  5  and  it  is  a  common  Obfervation,  that 


dentem  profedto  atque  fagacem  medicum  omnino  poftulat. 

Sy den!?,  p.  i  ro. 

(8)  Non  haec  ita  velim  intelligi,  ac  fi  in  qualibet  pbreniti- 
de  variolis  fuperveniente  feura  nullum  hie  fymptomafrequen- 
tius  occurrat)  venae  feflionem  ftatim  fuaderem,  Sydenb.p. 

1 20, 


the 
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the  Small  -  Pox  proves  generally  favourable, 
when  preceeded  by  (9)  Convulfions. 

If  it  be  urged,  *  that  Sydenham  fays,  when 
the  Puftules  fall  back  by  Bleeding  improperly, 
or  by  any  other  cooling  Method,  (ioj  the  Da¬ 
mage  may  be  repaired  by  Cordials,  &c.  It  is 
allowed,  that  he  recommends  the  Ule  of  them 
to  retrieve  thofe  Mifcarriages :  But  he  is  fo  far 
from  trufting  thefe  Gentlemen  with  the  Admi- 
nift ration  of  Cordials,  that  he  thinks  they 
may  do  as  much,  or  more  Hurt,  than  Bleed¬ 
ing  did  before  ;  unlefs  directed  by  a  judicious 
Hand. 

But  allowing  we  fhould  always  be  fo  fortu¬ 
nate,  as  torailethe  finking  Puftules  by  Cordi¬ 
als,  we  have  a  fecond  Battle  to  fight  in  the  laft 
Stage  of  this  Diftemper,  when  the  Face  and 
Hands  ought  to  fwell :  For  he  expreffly  tells  us. 


(9)  Quae  variolas  infantes  ftatim  ab  hujufmodi  paroxyfmis 
(viz,  epilepticis)  aggrediuntur,  poftulas  emittunt  magmtudinis 
confpicuoe,  mites  etiam  funt  atque  boni  moris,  et  rariffime 
confluunr.  Sydenb.p.  96. 

(10)  Si  contigerit  ut  vel  phlebotomia  minus  opportune  ce- 
Jebrata,  vel  admiflo  frigore  puftulae  reciderint,  vel  facies  ac 
manus  detumuerint,  cardiacis  utendum  eft  fed  cavendum 
tamen  ne  in  his  exhibendis  ni'mij  fimus :  quamvis  enim  fan- 
guinem  ademeris,  fieri  tamen  poteft,  ut  virium  inde  jaduram 
metuens,  adeoque  cardiacis  aut  fortioribus  aut  faepe  repetitis 
utens,  novam  ebullitionem  ex  improvifo  fufeites.  Sydsnh.  p, 
no. 

F  z  that 
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that  (t  i)  cooling  the  Blood  too  much,  hinders 
both  from  fwelling  ;  which  is  the  mod  dange¬ 
rous  State  of  the  whole  Difeafc.  An  eminent 
Fhyficianin  this  Town,  very  candidly  owned 
to  me,  that,  upon  dire&ing  a  moderate  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  Blood  to  be  taken  from  a  young  Perfon, 
in  the  Beginning  of  this  Diftemper,  he  mani- 
fcftly  perceived  his  Strength  begin  to  fail,  the 
Pox  made  their  Way  through  the  Skin  and 
were  kept  up,  with  the  greateft  Difficulty  ;  and 
that  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Diftem¬ 
per,  the  Patient's  Life  was  every  Day  in  Dan¬ 
ger  from  fome  irregular  Symptom  j  which  he 
attributed  intirely  to  the  Lofs  of  Blood  in  the 
Beginning. 

But  after  all  that  hath  been  Paid,  it  muft  be 
confefted,  that  Dr.  Sydenham  inhisfirft  Eflays 
on  this  Subject,  recommends  Bleeding  fo  fre¬ 
quently,  and  fo  loofely,  in  many  Places,  that 
an  unwary  Reader  might  be  eafiiy  led  into  an 
Opinion,  that  one  could  fcarce  err  in  Bleeding 
at  ail  Adventures  5  but  yet  it  is  very  plain, 
that,  as  he  advanced  more  in  Years  and  Expe¬ 
rience,  he  grew  more  fufpicious  of  this  Reme¬ 
dy  :  For  in  the  anomalous  and  malignant  Kind, 


('ll)  Inde  vero  regimen  jufto  frigidius,  faciei  manuumque 
ihtumefcentise,  quae  hie  apprime  neceffaria  eft,  oflicere,  et 
puftulas  flacciciiores  reddere.  Sydenb,  $>.  zoo. 


in 
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in  the  Years  1674,  1675,  he  makes  no  Men¬ 
tion  at  all  of  Bleeding  j  but  puts  all  his  Con¬ 
fidence  in  the  Ufe  (12)  of  Spirit  of  Vitriol, 
to  bring  the  Blood  to  a  due  Temperament : 
And  therefore,  he  did  not  bleed  the  Gentle¬ 
man  s  Servant  (13)  he  was  called  to,  though 
there  were  all  the  Indications  imaginable  for 
Bleeding  s  and  though,  fome  Days  after,  upon  a 
large  Effufion  of  Blood  from  the  Nofe,  he 
condemns  himfelf  for  not  bleeding  him  5  it 
may  be  fairly  prefumed,  that  he  did  not  find 
that  Method  generally  fuccefsful,  when  he  o- 
mitted  it  in  fo  youthful  and  robuft  a  Conftitu- 
tion.  But  not  to  lay  too  great  a  Strefs  upon  a 
Conjefture,  it  is  very  remarkable  in  this  cele¬ 
brated  Pra&itioner,  that  in  his  Fulnefs  of  Ex¬ 
perience,  he  grew  fiill  lefs  fond  of  this  his 
once  beloved  Remedy  :  For  in  his  Letter  to 
Dr.  Cole,  which  was  1 3  or  34  Years  after  his 
firftEffay,  he  ingenuoufly  confefieth,  that  he 
did  not  think  Bleeding,  though  ever  fo  early 
•performed,  contributed  fo  much  to  the  lefifen- 
ing  of  the  Fury  of  the  morbifick  Matter,  as 
other  Methods  there  mentioned  :  I  religioufly 
afirm,  fays  he,  that  the  word  Small-Pox  I  ever 
faw,  and  which  killed  on  the  nthDay,  hap- 


( 12 }  Vid .Sydenh.  p.zoi. 

( 1 })  Vid.  Sydenh.  p.  203. 

pened 
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pcned  to  a  young  Woman  juft  cured  of  a  Rheu- 
matifm,  by  that  vulgar  Method  of  large  and 
reiterated  Bleedings ;  and  this  gave  me  the 
firft  Hint  (continues  hej  that  Bleeding  was  not 
fo powerful,  as! firft  imagined,  in  curbing  the 
Violence  of  this  Difeafe. 

*  *  ( 

It  appears  moft  evidently  from  thefe  Pafia- 
ges,  that,  though  Dr.  Sydenham  might  have  u- 
fed  Bleeding  in  the  Small  Pox,  more  than  any 
of  his  Predecefiors  *  yet  at  the  Time  he  was 
fondeft  of  it,  he  never  laid  it  down  as  a  gene¬ 
ral  unlimited  Rule  of  Praftice :  But,  on  the 
contrary,  thought  it  might  be  often  injudich 
oufly  directed,  to  the  great  Prejudice  and  Dan¬ 
ger  of  the  Patient  5  and  that  none  but  a  skil¬ 
ful  Phyfitian  could  judge  of  the  Good  or  Evil 
that  might  accrew  from  it.  And,  therefore,  it 
will  be  no  drained  inference,  that  the  Publick 
would  have  been  great  Gainers,  if  a  Law  had 
palled  to  make  it  penal  to  let  Blood  in  this  Dif- 
tcmper,  without  the  Advice  of  a  Phyfician. 
I  will  go  ftill  further  and  prefume  to  affirm, 
that  it  would  be  more  for  the  Publick  Good,  to 
forbid  Bleeding  abfoiutcly,  in  this  and  all  a- 
cute  Difeafes  whatever,  than  to  leave  the 

People’s 


■  (14)  Neque  fanguinis  miffio,  quantum  mihi  videtur,  licet 
mature  celebrata,  ita  efficaciter  piieproperam  materi^e  vario- 

lofce 
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People’s  Blood  to  the  Mercy  and  Difcretion 
of  every  Perfon  who  thinks  he  hath  a  Right 
to  take  it. 


lofae  affimilationem  cohibere  valet,  ac  fanguinis  contemperatio 
ab  acre  intromiflb,  &c.  Sydenh.  327. 


of 
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Pleurify  is  a  Diftemper  of  a  very  acute 


Nature,  which  generally  in  a  few  Days 


terminates  in  Death  or  Recovery.  The  vul¬ 
gar  and  trite  Method,  of  managing  or  curing 
it,  hath  of  late  Years  almoft  intirely  turned 
upon  Bleeding,  which  Practice  hath  undoubt¬ 
edly  been  much  incouraged  by  two  eminent 
English  Phyficians,  Drs  y  Willis  and  Sydenham , 
efpecially  the  latter,  who  in  this  Cafe  feems 
to  have  given  himfelf  up  to  a  Kind  of  an  Hy - 
fothejis  5  though  no  one  inveighed  more  bit¬ 
terly  than  he,  againft  Pradicc  founded  upon 
fuch  Principles.  But  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  he 
is  not  often  guilty  of  this  Errour  j  nor  did  his 
Talent  lye  in  framing  plauftble  Suppofitions  5 
as  will  eafily  appear  by  that  which  he  chofe 
for  this  Difeafe,  which  is  no  more  than  this, 
that  a  Pleurify  is  owing  to  a  peculiar  Kind 
of  Inflammation  in  the  Blood,  which  requires 
reiterated  Bleedings  to  cure  it.  I  need  ufe 


no  other  Argument  to  overthrow  both,  his 
Hypothefay  and  Method  of  Cure,  than  this 
one  incontefled  Obfcrvation  before  mention¬ 
ed,  that  no  Perfons  are  more  fubjed  to  Pleu- 
rifves,  than  poor  Country  Labourers ;  and  that 
they  are  not  able  to  bear  much  Bleeding  in 


this 
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this  or  any  other  acute  Dilcafc.  If  this  be 
true,  it  is  plain,  that  a  Picurify  is  not  alwayi 
attended  with  fuch  a  peculiar  Kind  of  Inflam¬ 
mation,  as  requires  Bleeding  $  and  therefore 
we  mud  go  feme  where  die  to  get  a  proper 
Notion  of  this  Dileafe,  from  which  we  may 
rationally  deduce  its  Cure. 

(  .  •  ’ 

W c  find  then  by  the  Dcfcription  which  (1) 
Hippocrates  gives  of  the  Spittle  in  this  Dif- 
temper,  that  he  thought  a  Pleurify,  like  other 
Fevers,  was  fometimes  owing  to  the  Excefs, 
or  Corruption,  or  Inflammation  of  other  Hu¬ 
mours  in  the  Body,  as  well  as  of  the  Blood 
it  felf  j  and  this  Idea  of  the  Difeafe  was  al¬ 
lowed  by  Galen ,  and  the  mod  eminent  Phy- 
ficians  after  him,  who  dired  us,  (2)  not  to 

bleed 


(1)  tltevp?Tl 5  OT«W  7TJpZTG$  Xj  ££**,  Jcj  O^OVt)  'U]  $ 

pcc%i<&J  it,  to  ()(&•,  <£  opdoTTvoiy,  Qyfc,  to  <nxXov  Mvkov  »£  «5T< 

X 

'Erifij  zrXsvfTn 5 — jc)  To  trucXev  %\uii  xai  v@oup/jov. 

'Etfp»  7rMvpTi<i — xki  (tufiyioriToit  Hippocr.  Vol.  2.  p*  66, 

fe& 

‘'Xfipov  TTpociVT®*  j?  xpevz'TrdvTci  otvo&Tfiuirxi  xzypcjcra>zvst.  oTTSp 
<c  mpejuivzi  Tuv  zpyoicroif/jivov  tv\v  tpAsyj/jcvw  %v{4gv>  tpvQpov  p  yap  ov 
<ci[/jX71kov  (nyJiUini  xtJf/jOV>  *>CW'1 2 * * SP  7T“V  VTrvZavGw,  ^oAiyJ'jj  j  *<** 
to  Ast/*ov  yyA  yAtc rxp0vi  <px.syf//XTtKov ;  To  (fjzXxv,  fjoiXay^Xtitov , 
Alexand.  Trallian.  de  Pleurit.  p.  276.  vid.  Galen,  de  Locis 
Affeft.  ^ 

(2)  M vji  "iv  diAsSoTeM/wrvK  M»t}T£  v.u,%tr>v,<;  7?  P  07T  STb)  $  6)',  01  TToXXoi 

~  »\  '  T  / .  >  J  -v  W  «  \  /-  -r  ‘  '  5  /  Q  \ 

f//v\  (/jctVvfi  oCfcpificii^  on  0  77?  y  (pteypjww  ipyourc&ptyjoc,  Kvf*>c$ 

G  svoAi/S 


» 
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bleed  or  purge  'till  we  have  fully  difcovered 
what  Humour  gave  Rife  to  the  Diftemper  ; 
and  in  what  Quantity  it  abounds  in  the  Bo¬ 
dy.  But  the  Knowledge  of  thefe  Things,  like 
that  of  the  Violence  of  the  Difeafe,  and  the 
Strength  of  the  Patient,  is  only  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  fuch  as  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
Obfervations  of  Phyficians  on  Difeafes;  and 
he  that  is  the  moft  converfant  with  them, 
will  fometimes  meet  with  fuch  Difficulties,  as 
will  oblige  him  to  call  in  all  Nature,  as  it 
were,  to  his  Afiiftance,  before  he  can  ho- 
neftly  difcharge  his  Duty  to  thofe  who  in- 
truft  him  with  their  Lives. 

This  is  no  particular  Affectation  of  Nicety 
in  me,  nor  Defire  of  Magnifying  the  Abili¬ 
ties  which  are  required  in  a  Phyfician  :  I  am 
bat  the  Eccho  of  the  fuccefsful  and  celebra¬ 
ted  Mahers  in  the  Profeflion  ;  Mohof  whom 
have  been  remarkable  for  their  Humility, 
Difintereftednefs,  Charity,  and  Love  of  their 
Country ;  and  who  would  have  fcorned  to 
raifc  either  their  Fortunes  or  Reputations  at 


.TTo'/Xi  tVty  it  o?isf  tc *  truyjsih  a-Xtovax^ei.  Alexand.  Trallian.  de 
Plcurir.  £.  268. 

His  omnibus  peradiis,  in  finienda  pleuiitide,  fupereft  ut  in- 
dultria  medici  in  eo  potiffimum  verfctur,  ut  materia  quae  fa- 
cit  inHammationem  evacuetur,  non  modo  internis  verum  e- 
tiam  cx.ernis.  Mercurial.  Vr&l,  Patav.  239. 

the 
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the  Expence  of  their  Honefty,  by  pretending 
Difficulties  in  an  obvious  or  eafy  Know¬ 
ledge.  But  to  go  on, 

Hippocrates ,  and  his  iliuftrious  Succeflbrs, 
tell  us,  there  is  one  Sort  of  Pleurify  (3) 
which  Bleeding  will  not  cure ;  in  which  it 
ought  never  to  be  attempted,  let  the  Patient 
be  never  fo  ftrong,  or  the  Pain  never  fo  ex- 
quifite  1  becaufe  you  can  gain  nothing  on  the 
Diftemper,  but  run  a  Rifque  of  throwing  the 
Patient  into  an  (4)  Inflammation  of  the 

Lungs, 


C 3 )  T e,U/»  f/jit  to  1  yi\  cirt  cfJJota)^  oOjp'Cf,  v.v  <zrb$ 

KXvuta  xtfeuvy)  q  o&n j.  Hippoc.  Vr.  2.  p.  277. 

Hv  3  usro  (ppv/u.c,  n  to  schy  vu/tx,  -j  775*  xA?i.oci  it,?.  cni/jv.vr,,  pec  A- 
Jkgthv  j  ty.v  xoiXw  »  piXcm  iXXtfiipu  tj  xixXx*.  Galen.  Advert’ 
Eraftftrat.  Tom.  10.  p.397. 

E *  A'  zsv  ettyt  x>.7ia^  ii  ojV»/j  J'.sirs/y 25 ,  $Xi3oTCfAK~iGV  tevrac,  t. 
j)  «<;  TjZ?GgV0ftOll  Y.XTU  Y.a.JUp,TiGS.  Paul.  p.  fO. 

Siitaque  dolor  circa  mammas  innititur,  ac  ufque  ad  clavi- 
culam  extendar,  citra  dilationem  c  nfidenter  vena  l’ecanda  eft  ; 
ft  vero  deorfum  ad  praecordia  vergar,  corpus  purgandum. 
JEtij,  Tom.  2.  p.  91 . 

Si  dolor  fuerit  vel  in  dorfo  vel  circa  pe<ftus,et  fit  circajugu- 
lum,  ac  partes  fupernas  verfus  coi’um,  lignum  eft  indigere 
phlebotomidj  li  vero  lit  circa  coftas  mendolas,  ac  praecordia, 
purgationem  indicat.  Baglh.p.  40. 

At  non  novit  imprudens  mulier,  impuder.s  barhironfor, 
nugigerulaque  mediaftina  mulier,  multis  e.c  caulis  dolores 
laterum  oriri ;  in  quibus  ut  aliquando  venam  non  fecare  ce- 
faftum  eft,  ita  eandem  aperire,  crudele,  impium,  ac  ignoran- 
ti«£  plenum.  Ballon,  p.  297. 

(4)  Sanguinis  aurem  multitudo  extrahatur  non  ufque  ad  a- 
nimidiliquium,  periculum  enim  ne  in  peripneumoniam  mor¬ 
bus  mutetur.  MLtij,  Tvm.  2.p.  91, 

G  2 


Cuidana 
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Lungs,  a  much  (5)  worfe  Difcafe.  There 
arc  other  Sorts  of  Pleurifies,  in  which  though 
Bleeding  is  neceflary,  yet  in  order  to  render 
this  Operation  fafe  and  efficacious,  the  Body 
muff  be  (6)  properly  prepared  for  it.  There 
are  other  Pleurifies,  which  are  not  cafily  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  fome  Difeafes  which  have  a 
near  Refemblance  to  them,  and  yet  require  a 
different  manner  of  Cure  ;  inafmuch  as  Phy- 
ficians  by  (7)  miftaking  another  Diftemper 
for  this,  have  fometimes  loft  their  Patients. 
This  makes  it  incumbent  on  us,  diligently  to 
examine  the  (8)  Circumftances  of  the  Pain 

it 


Cuidam  pleuritico  fecla  vena  dolor  difparuit,  an  ideo  fecii* 
ros  de  morbo  efie  oportet  ?  minime,  nam  multos  ftatim  peri- 
pneumonicos  evafille  vidimus.  Baglivij  ex  Ballon. p.  43. 

Alii  fAz%pt  tetiroS-vyjivis,  JJgptTywjt/iovwv  yxp  ix upon %troct  xiv£vv(&'. 
Aretad  p.  169. 

(? )  ’Eon  ortevpiTiSi,  Gjbtxvzvfjoovw,  xcayv.  Hip.  Apb,  (e6t.  7.1,  II. 
(6  )  ’H»  -j  tC7TD  5T Albert©'’  <rnav  x.at  norm  it,  W  fJOtyv  tpoz- 

ptjv  tyvXofi.a.'n a,  ccCpxipzuv  liar’  lv  raT  xctAco  <^>A Are- 

tcei.  p.  169.  I 

Propterea  vos  quoque  debetis  ftatim  clyflere,  fi  opus  fit,  al- 
vum  paulifper  citare,  dein  fiatim  fanguinem  mittere.  Mcrcur, 

Pr&l.  Patav.p.  237. 

(7)  Unde  quidam  medici  errore  fedu&i,  vena  cubiti  incifiu 
et  inulto  fanguine  evacuate,  mortis  caufam  aegris  prsebuerunt. 
'JEtij,  Tcm.  z  p.  95. 

(8)  Rbaz.es  (quarto  continent.)  dixit  fanguinem  mittendum 
efie  habita  ratione  febris,  difficultatis  anheiitus,  magnitudinis, 
et  vehementise  doloris,  tuffis,’  &c.  Mercurial .  Prd.  Patav.  p. 
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it  fclf,  the  Habit,  Temperament,  and  Strength 
of  the  Body  5  the  Situation  of  the  Country  3 
the  Seafons  of  the  Year  j  the  Nature  of  Epi- 
demick  Difeafes  then  reigning,  &c.  for  thefe 
Differences  will  make  Bleeding  ufcful  or 
dangerous.  If  a  Pleurily  proceeds  from  a 
ferous  Humour,  feparated  from  the  Blood  } 
Bleeding  mull  be  prejudicial  in  that  Cafe, 
bccaufe  it  (9)  relaxes  the  Body,  and  by  that 
Means  increafes  the  Separation  of  that  Hu¬ 
mour  3  and  therefore  the  wife  11  Phyficians 
cannot  be  too  cautious  either  in  Bleeding  or 
Purging,  becaufe  immediate  Death  hath  often 
followed  from  both,  when  injudicioufly  (10) 

directed. 


Sanguinis  detrahendi  modum,  doloris  conditio,  corporis 
habitus  et  anni  tempus  inclicabunt.  Holler,  do  Mori,  inter.  p. 
1 14.  vid.  p.  ioS. 

Imo  vero  dicit  Galenus,  unicam  fpem  falutis  in  pleuritide 
cpllocatam  efle  in  virium  robore.  Mercurial.  Prd.  Tatav.  p. 

238- 

(9J  Sanguinis  enim  compagem  nihil  citius  certiiifque  laxat 
quam  phiehotomia.  Bagliv.  p.  93 

Sanguinis  evacuationem,  quocunque  modo  fiat  ant  ex  na- 
tura  aut  ex  arte,  corpus  laxare,  neminem  medicorum  (uno 
excepto  Erafiftrato  atque  ipfins  febhtoribus  mifiionem  fangu- 
inis  damnantibus) latere  denrehendimus.  Profp.  Alpin.  Med. 
Method,  p,  1 54. 

(10)  Ex  his  quae  habtenus  dicta  funt,  magnorum  virorum 
experimentis  confirmata,  Tatis  confiat,  quantum  caums  et 
prudens  efle  debeat  medicus  in  praei'eribenda  catharfi  vel  phie- 
botomia  in  pleuritide,  et  quantum  exabie  memoria  tenenda 
funt  illi  praecepta  fupra  recenfita,  quarum  ignoratione  rerum, 
vel  indebita  ad  praxin  accommodatione,  nihil  miium  fi  fre¬ 
quenter 
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directed.  Again,  if  we  bleed  in  a  Pleurify, 
or  fuppofed  one,  which  requires  Purging  for 
its  Cure,  ('l  l)  we  fhali  certainly  increafe  the 
Diftemper  $  or  perhaps  caufe  one  which  would 
not  otherwife  have  happened. 

I  fhali  only  inftance  one  Cafe  more  of  a 
Pleurify,  in  which,  as  (12 )  Le  Clerc  obferves, 
Hippocrates  never  ufed  Bleeding  5  and  this 
is  a  Bilious  Pleurify,  attended  with  a  Spitting 
of  Blood  :  And  this  Ca!e  is  the.  more  remark¬ 
able,  as  it  is  of  all  others  perhaps  that  Sort  of 
Pleurify  in  which  irregular  Practitioners  would 
be  apt  to  think  them  (elves  moft  juftifiable 
in  the  Ufb  of  their  Lancets  :  But  Hippocrates 
tells  us  (and  it  Will  always  be  found  true, 
when  we  have  Patience  to  wait  the  Eventj 
that  this  Kind  is  of  a  mild  Nature  5  and  doth 
for  the  mod  part  ("13)  terminate  of  it  felf  in 


quenter  obfervamus  segros  poll  ordinatam  phlebotomiam  in. 
terire  ftarira,  et  in  pejus  ruere,  idemque  fuccedere  poft  im- 
prudenter  praeferiptum  catharticum.  Bagltvij  p.  46, 

(n)  Vulgo  enim  fecatur  vena,  undelibet  dolor  fit,  atque  id 
quidem  male;  quisenim  nefeit,  ft  dolor  ifte  agnorcatcaufam 
in  ventre  in feriore,  non  modo  non  prodeffe,  fed  nocere  faepe, 
quod  attractio  fiat  apartibus  inferis,  et  fi  nondum  adlit  pleu- 
ritis,  ea  acceleretur.  Ballon,  p.  298. 

(11)  Vid,  Le  Clerc  Hifloire  de  la  Medecine ,  p.  204. 

('13)  Ai  Oi  "XfiXCdcLiiC,  Uf/jot  KSil  Oitf/jOCTUclsSS  TTXiVg/lTl&iS,  (*)<;  i7Tl  70 
5 rzhu  Hpivoi/Tett  irj&T&ici,  ncti  s'J&KMTecica,  Ksa  pj&Xifcc  vyiu^ovTott,  Hip- 

pacr.  Coac.  fe£t.  3.  n.  1 37. 


a  few 


c. 
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a  few  Days?  if  not  difturbed  by  the  Offici- 
oufnefs  of  unskilful  Perfons,  who  by  Bleed¬ 
ing  prevent  the  Difcharge  of  the  difeafed 
Matter,  which  would  have  been  thrown  off 
by  Spitting  5  that  this  is  frequently  the  Effed 
of  fuch  Rafhnefs,  is  attefted  by  the  learned 
\ Duretus,  who  thus  addreffes  himfelf  to  thefe 
Gentlemen. 

O  homines  Reipublic a  calamitofos  atquefu - 
neftos  !  ipfam  Rleuritidem ,  qua  fua  fponte , 
nullhts  operis  indigens  jn  tali  fputo  quiefeeret , 
ex  Eventu  reddunt  mortiferam . 

This  hath  been  the  Dodrine  of  Hippocrates , 
Galen ,  and  their  Followers  3  that  is,  of  the 
moft  eminent  Phyficians  in  all  Ages,  concern¬ 
ing  Bleeding  in  the  Beginning  of  a  Pleurify 
and  therefore  if  Dr.  Sydenha?n  had  declared 
againft  the  Maxims  which  direded  them  in 
their  Pradicc,  and  had  eftablifhed  a  contrary 
Method  of  his  own,  againft  Rcafon  and  Expe¬ 
rience,  all  unprejudiced  Phyficians  muft  have 
rejeded  him  :  And  all  wife  Men  would  chufc  in 
Sicknefs  to  be  treated  after  that  Method  which 
had  obtained  for  fo  many  Ages.  But  howe¬ 
ver  careleffly  and  loofeiy  this  Treatife  of  his 
feems  to  be  written,  and  from  which  it  may 
be  fairly  enough  concluded,  that  Sydenham 
did  always  bleed  in  the  beginning  of  this 

Diftemper  : 
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Diftemper  :  yet  it  will  make  nothing  for  out 
occasional  Practitioners,  becaufe  It  is  impof- 
fibic  for  them  to  judge  what  Quantity  of 
Blood  ought  to  be  taken  away,  (14)  without 
duly  confidfcring  the  Conditions  and  Circunv 
ftanees  before -mentioned  $  that  is,  without 
being  Phyficians.  But  that  which  puts  this 
Queftion  out  of  all  Difpure,  and  muff  for  e^ 
vcr  cut  them  off  from  all  Pretenfions  to 
Practice,  is  an  Obfervation  to  be  found  in 
our  common  friend  Sydenham^  who  in  his 
Treatife  on  the  Epidemic  Coughs  1675,  takes 
notice  of  an  Objection  then  made  to  his  ge¬ 
neral  Pra&ice  of  Bleeding  in  Plcurifies,  viz,. 
That  this  Diftemper  (15)  was  fometimes  of 
fo  malignant  a  Nature,  that  Bleeding  proved 
very  detrimental  in  it>  and  this  he  allows  to 
be  true  5  but,  lays  he,  Bleeding  is  not  preju¬ 
dicial  to  Plcurifies  from  their  own  Nature, 
but  becaufe  they  often  partake  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  fome  (16)  Epidemick  Fever,  which 


( 14)  Qua  quidern  in  re  normam  mihi  ftatuo  contra-indi- 
cantia,  hmc  nempe  morbi  violentiam,  inde  vero  imminutas 
fradafque  aegri  vires  ad  invicem  trutinatas.  Sydenh.  p.  230. 

Ci5)  Hancjam  nadus  anfam,  paucula  de  eo  dict;m  quod 
omnium  ore  tritiffimum  eft,  pleuritin  lcilicet  quandoque  ita 
malignam  regeriri,  ut  per  cos  annos  phlebotomiam  ferre  neici- 
at.  Sydetib.  p.  210. 

(16)  At  vero  fi  febris  repetitam  vense  fedionem  refpuat 
neque  juvabit  ifta,  imo  nocebit  in  pleuritide  quse'cum  febre 
ftabit  cadetve.  Sydenh.  p.  210. 


doth 
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I 

doth  nor  agree  with  Bleeding.  How  far  this 
may  be  a  fatisfadory  Anfwer  to  the  Objedion, 
is  another  Question :  But  we  may  fairly  con¬ 
clude  from  hence,  that  Bleeding  may  be  of¬ 
ten  pernicious  in  Pleurifies,  unlefs  the  Per- 
fon,  who  direds  it,  be  well  (17)  acquainted 
with  the  Epidemick  Diftempers  then  reign¬ 
ing,  and  able  to  difeern  how  far  fuch  Pleuri- 
fies  partake  of  the  Nature  of  thofe  Difcafes, 
and  what  the  Method  of  Cure  is  that  beft 
agrees  with  them  :  But  this  Knowledge  can¬ 
not  be  pretended  to  by  thefe  Kind  of  Practi¬ 
tioners,  having  openly  declared,  that  they 
do  not  take  upon  them  to  attend  a  Patient 
through  the  Courfe  of  a  Fever,  or  other  a- 
cute  Difcafes  5  but  that  all  they  contend  for, 
is  to  bleed,  give  a  Vomit,  or  a  Purge,  when 
they  are  applied  to  in  the  Beginning  of  one  : 
From  whiqh  it  muft  follow,  that  they  can 
have  no  Knowledge,  either  of  a  Fever,  or 
any  other  epidemick  acute  Difeafe  5  and  I 
think  it  may  be  after  ted,  without  any  Re- 
fledion  on  their  Underftanding,  that  if  they 


( 17)  Atque  hoc  quidem  mihi  ideo  reticendum  non  erat, 
quod  exiftimem  dubio  ilium  tramite  errare,  atque  incerto  du- 
ci  filo,  quiinfebrium  curatione  non  continenrer  oboculos  ha- 
beat  anni  conftimtionem  quatenus  huic  aut  alien  morbo  epi- 
demiceproduceudofaveat,  Sydenh.  p.  210. 
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attended  aThoufand  Patientsunderthefe  Sort 
of  Difordcrs,  they  would  be  little  the  wifer, 
unlefs  they  fet  out  on  a  proper  Founda¬ 
tion. 
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AN  Apoplexy  is  too  well  known  to  need 
any  Definition  :  And  Men  feem  to  be 
io  ftrongly  prepoflefled  in  Favour  of  Bleeding 
in  this  Difeafe,  that  probably  it  will  be  to 
little  Purpofe  to  endeavour  to  remove  their 
Prejudices  $  though  it  may  be  juftly  queftiona- 
ble,  whether  bleeding  all  Apopledick  Perfons 
in  the  Beginning  may  not  prove  often  fatal, 
and  whether  it  is  not  in  fome  meafure  owing 
to  this  irrational  Pradice,  that  fo  few  reco¬ 
ver  :  But  whatever  the  Succefs  may  be,  we 
fhall  follow  the  lame  Method  in  this  as  in 
the  former  Enquiry,  and  fhow  what  was  the 
Opinion  and  Pradicc  of  thofe  eminent  Per¬ 
fons,  who  have  fo  juftly,  and  fome  of  them, 
for  fo  many  Ages,  been  admired  for  their 
Learning  and  Felicity  in  curing  Difcafes, 


A  Jove  principium .  Hippocrates  tells 
us,  we  arc  to  govern  ourfelves  by  the  fame 
Rules  in  this,  as  in  the  Cure  of  all  other  a- 
cute  Difeafes  5  that  is,  by  comparing  the  Vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Difeafe  with  the  Strength  of  the 
Patient,  and  proportioning  the  Lois  of  Blood 

H  z  to 
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to  his  Age  and  (i)  Temperament  :  The  ir¬ 
retrievable  (2)  Mifchief  which>  may  be  oc- 
cafioned,  by  the  lead  Miftake  in  this  Propor¬ 
tion,  makes  it  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to 
judge  accurately  before  we  preferibe  5  Celfus 
being  of  Opinion  (3)  that  Bleeding  either 
certainly  kills  or  cures :  And  the  Reafon  is, 
that  as  an  (4)  Apoplexy  may  proceed  frdrn 
very  different  Humours,  if  we  diminifh  the 
Quantity  of  Blood  when  the  Caufe  of  the 
Difeafe  is  a  cold  or  heavy  phlegmatick  Hu¬ 
mour,  we  leffen  the  Patient's  Strength,  and 
of  Confequence  add  Force  to  the  Difeafe  ; 
that  is,  Bleeding  kills:  (5)  And  therefore, 
the  Methods  of  Cure  mud  be  always  fquared 
to  the  Nature  of  the  Caufes  which  produce 


(i)  <&AlBoTOfJtj£HV  UV  TOV  fy&fctOVCt,  TOV  h^lOV  TV\V  tKT6)  QXtficcl 

y.oct  uQocipiHv  $  xoirei  tI)v  s| iv,  xxt  &lg.Xoyi£<l- 

fd/jev  to  ttXzUov  to  tXXuarov.  Rippocr.  Vid.  Acut.  fed.  27. 

(l)  AviTTBICU/BtpTOV  J'S  TO  f/JiTOOV,  *)V  Ti  yiO  (TfAjtXpS  7rX iOV  OC<X)t A?}$, 
x  /  v  \  >/  a  ,  '  \  9-  /  v  s  r 

TrpoframTTvi^oc^  tov  c&v Ppairev,  £5  yx. p  to  C/p  TUreonri  nut  to  Tf/oixfov  cct~ 

f/jOC  b\vU.TO)TOV.  Ar&X I,  p.  Ij*2. 

(3)  Si  omnia  membra  refoluta  funt  vehementer,  fanguinis 

detradio  vel  liberat,  vel  occidit.  Celf.  p.  178. 

(4)  Sciendum  eft  apoplexiam  multas  habere  caufas,  nam  a* 

liquando  excitatur  a  foils  flatibus — - - fit  praeterea  venis  in¬ 
tercepts  copia  ve)  craftitie  fanguinis  - . . terlia  caufa  eft 

cam  ventres  cerebri  prsefertim  anteriores  opplentur  et  inter* 
cipiuntur  crafto  quodam,  et  frigido  humore,  qualis  eft  pi- 
tuita— - - et  atra  bill's.  Holler,  in  Aphor.  p.  101. 

( 5)  Itaque  ut  non  eft  eademidea  morborum  qui  £  u<pm'ec<} 
nomine  continentur,  ita  non  iifdem  idem  remedium,  et  prse- 
feitim  venae  fedio  convenit.  Ballon,  p.151. 
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the  Difeafe :  Jf  the  Blood  be  in  Fault,  it  is 
to  be  corrected  by  Bleeding ;  if  a  phlegma- 
tick  Humour>  by  (6)  Vomits,  Purges, 

And  when  we  confider,  that  this  Diftemper 
mod  commonly  happens  (7)  in  old  Age  or 
the  Decline  of  Life,  and  that  we  are  mod  lia¬ 
ble  to  it  in  (8)  Winter  or  moift  heavy  Wea¬ 
ther  j  we  have  great  Reafon  to  believe  that 
it  is  frequently  owing  to  a  phlegmatick  Hu¬ 
mour,  and  therefore  that  Bleeding  is  not  ge¬ 
nerally  the  propered  or  fafeft  Method  of  Cure. 
But  the  whole  Difficulty  doth  not  lie  in  judge- 
ing  when  Bleeding  is  neceffary,  and  when 
not  ;  for  even  in  tome  Caies  which  require 
Bleeding,  the  Body  (9)  ought  fird  to  be  pre¬ 
pared,  in  order  to  make  that  Evacution  iuc- 
cefsful.  From  hence  it  is  manifeff,  that  there 
is  at  lead  as  much  Judgement  required  in  the 


(6)  Arcanum  in  fanguineis  eft  phlebotomia,  in  pituitofis  con- 1 
tra  emeticum  aut  purgans  vehemens  itatim  praeferiptum,  u» 
tramque  paginam  adimplent.  Bagliv.p.  m. 

Pituitofa  ft  fit  apoplexia  merito  phlebotomia  fufpeda  eft. 
Valetij  apud  Holler,  de  Morb.  Inter,  p.  l^.vid.p,2^. 

(j)  To 7<ri  TrpitrCuTVcri — —  ’AvonMl-iU  Hip.  Aph.  feft.  3. 

a.  31.  '' 

'ATTBjrAjjjcret  <^£  f. {cphtfec  yiyvevTxt,  fouiy  t>~  c&tto  TtcsciPoutcvTU  ire* 
m  5  ttyy-ovTK.  Aph  fetl.  6.  a.  57. 

(8)  T$x<rvi[/jct,Ta>  02  h  7tj<nv  vropofywnv  coc,  tk  wo^Xoc  ytyvsTUi  - . - 

xcit  u7rox?^>cTtKoi9  Aph.  ledt.  3.  2.  l6. 

T5  yeifAct - ■  ■■  ■  acKoKAs^ioti.  Aph.  3.  a.  13. 

(9)  Vid.  JEtij,  Tom.  1.  p.  254.  Profp.Silp.  Median.  Method, 
p.  576.  Holler.  de  Morb.  Inter.  £.15,28. 
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Cure  of  thisDiftemper  as  of  any  other,  efpe- 
cially  if  we  believe  Hippocrates ,  to  whom 
fcarce  any  Thing  was  difficult  $  who  fays,  It 
is  (io)  irnpoffible  to  cure  a  ftrong  Apo¬ 
plexy,  and  no  eafy  Matter  to  cure  a  flight 
one.  It  is  not  to  be  prefumed,  he  could 
think  there  was  any  Difficulty  in  Bleeding 
firft,  and  then  giving  a  Vomit,  if  this  Me¬ 
thod  was  always  moft  likely  to  fucceed  j  but 
in  truth  the  Difficulty  lies,  in  diftinguifhing 
the  real  Caufe  from  the  many  others  which 
might  have  occafioned  the  Difeafe  ;  and 
when  difcovered,  to  apply  Remedies  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  Caufe,  the  Violence  of  the 
Diftemper,  and  Strength  of  the  Patient. 
Thefe  are  the  Maxims,  which  the  Wife  and 
Judicious  have  ever  governed  themfelves  by, 
and  which  none  elfe  are  capable  of  follow¬ 
ing. 

Now  if  it  appears  that  unskilful  Perfons 
muft  be  frequently  guilty  of  great  and  dan¬ 
gerous  Mifmanagements  in  the  Beginning  of 
any  acute  Difeafe,  how  many  fatal  Miftakes 
muft  they  fall  into,  when  they  attempt  to 
conduct  one  of  any  Difficulty  through  the  fe- 


(10)  Au&iv  u.icvx}i%, 5: 
Aph.  fe&.  2.  a. 4.2. 
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veral  Stages  of  its  Courfe  >  One  blind  Man 
may  as  well  pretend  to  guide  another  through 
the  feveral  Turnings  and  Alleys  of  a  large 
City,  as  one  of  thefe  Diredors  take  upon 
him  to  lead  a  Patient  through  the  Labyrinths 
of  a  dangerous  Difeafe,  unlefs  he  hath  Strength 
enough  to  bear  many  Knocks  on  the  Pate 
before  he  comes  to  the  End  of  his  Journey. 
It  will  not  be  improper,  perhaps,  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  a  notable  Objection  which  may  be  ad¬ 
vanced  in  favour  of  Bleeding  5  viz.  That 
many  People  now  living  have  found  prefent 
Relief  from  Bleeding,  Vomiting,  or  Purging, 
though  direded  without  the  Advice  of  a  Phy- 
fician,  in  Diforders  which  might  otherwife 
have  turned  to  Feavers,  Pleuriftes,  &c.  The 
dired  Anfwer  to  this  Objedion  is,  that  there 
are  ten  times  as  many  who  have  got  over  the 
like  Diforders  without  any  ill  Confequencc, 
though  they  were  neither  bled,  vomited,  nor 
purged  j  at  lead,  it  is  capable  of  Demondra- 
tion,  that  they  mud  have  a  much  better 
Chance  for  their  Lives,  than  thofc  who  un¬ 
dergo  thofe  Operations  by  the  Advice  of  in¬ 
judicious  Perfons ;  Befide,  though  their  Ar¬ 
gument  may  be  wifely  enough  calculated 
for  common  Underdandings,  and  fuch  as 
are  fearful  of  Difeafes  from  flight  Occafi- 
lions  s  yet  is  it  too  weak  to  pafs  on  Men  of 
Reafon  and  Compofednefs  of  Temper  5  for 

when 
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when  they  conjider,  that  thefe  Kind  of 
Pra&itioners  arc  incapable  of  forefeeing  the 
Approach  of  a  Diftemper,  they  can  never 
be  influenced  by  their  Apprehenfions  j  efpe- 
cially  when  they  recoiled  how  often  they 
or  their  Friends  have  been  importuned  by 
thefe  Guardians  of  Health  to  bleed,  vomit, 
or  purge,  in  order  to  prevent  fome  terrible 
impending  Diftemper^  which  never  happen¬ 
ed,  though  they  were  fo  fool-hardy  as  not 
to  be  advifed  ^  and  I  dare  fay,  there  is  fcarce- 
ly  a  Phyfician  in  Town,  but  can  give  ma¬ 
ny  Inftances  of  his  having  prevented  timo¬ 
rous  People  from  trifling  away  their  Blood 
and  Spirits,  in  Cafes  where  thefe  penetrating 
and  judicious  Artifts  have  ftrenuoufly  re^ 
commended  Bleeding,  and  other  plentiful 
Evacuations.  It  is  an  Accuratenefs  in  the 
Fore-knowledge  of  the  Approach  and  Dan¬ 
ger  of  a  Diflemper,  that  chiefly  gives  a  Phy¬ 
fician  both  Reputation  and  Succefs  •  For  as, 
on  one  fide,  he  will  be  always  on  his  Guard 
againfl:  Danger  5  fo  on  the  other,  as  he  is  not 
to  be  frighted  by  falfe  Appearances,  he  will 
never  be  burthenfome  by  preferibing  Medi¬ 
cines  to  prevent  an  imaginary  Difcafe,  or  pro¬ 
digal  of  his  Patient’s  Blood,  which  all  wife 
Men  have  ever  efteenid  to  be  the  Source  of 
Health  and  long  Life  :  It  being  an  allowed 

Obferva- 
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Observation,  that  (n)  frequent/  Bleeding 
makes  us  more  liable  to  Beavers  ;  which  if 
we  efcape  in  the  firft  Stages  of  Life,  towards 
the  Decline  we  fall  early  into  Dropfies,  and 
other  Dillempers  that  proceed  from  an  inv 
poverifhed  Blood.  But  fo  little  are  thefe 
things  underflood  by  thefe  Pretenders  to 
Phyfick,  that  the  Weakncfs  of  the  Patient  is 
the  main  Argument  they  ufe  for  Bleeding 
on  all  Occafions  5  for,  they  fay,  if  fuch  a 
Diforder  fhould  turn  to  a  Feaver  or  Plurify> 
it  may  be  of  dangerous  Confequcnce  to  fo 
weak  a  Conftitution  ;  not  confidering  that 
the  Lofs  of  Blood  will  certainly  weaken  the 
Patient,  and  that  none  but  a  Phyfician  can* 
With  any  Certainty,  determine  whether  it 
Will  prevent  the  Difeale  or  abate  its  Vio¬ 
lence,  if  it  fhould  happen  :  On  the  contrary, 
we  are  told  that  Bleeding  may  (12)  often 


(11)  Prse  oeteris  vero  obfervatione  conftat, quod  crebra 
fanguinis  miffio  homines  febri  aptiores  reddat.  Willis ,  dc  Feh. 
h  77 > 

(1  z)  Haec  autem  ante  oculos  fibi  ipfls  praeptmere  vellem. 
medicos  in  fanguine  mittendo  adeo  faciles,  (quod  alibi  etiam. 
adnotatum  eft;)  quia  ft  fanguine  immodiee  undequaque  excre- 
to  ( unde  corpus  omnind  refrigerandum  fore  videretur,)  febres 
mhilominus  excitantur,  et  plerumque  urentes  propter  bilem 
quse  commovetur,  incalefcitque  vehementius ;  quanto  magis 
ex  miftione  fanguinis  timenda  eftcaloris  augmentatio,  in  febri- 
bus  in  quibus  bilis  cseteris  humoribus  pr  as  valet,  et  jam  acftu- 
ahter  incenfa,  totum  corpus  calefadt,  Profp.  Mart.p.  277. 

I  caufc 
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caufe  a  Leaver,  which  might 'have  been  o- 
rherwife  avoided;  or  make  one  outragious, 
which  before  was  of  a  mild  Nature.  The 
Books  of  Phyficians  are  full  of  unfortunate 
Accidents,  which  have  happened  (and  the 
like  happen  hill  dailyj  from  bleeding  injudi- 
cioufly.  But  having  carried  thefe  Refledi- 
pns  to  a  greater  Length  than  was  at  firft  de- 
iigned,  or  is  proper  perhaps  on  the  Occafion, 
we  fhall  wait  the  Succefs  of  the  Cautions  al¬ 
ready  given,  before  we  proceed  to  confider 
piore  diredly  the  EfFeds  of  Vomiting  or 
Purging  rafhly,  in  the  Beginning  of  acute 
Difeafes. 
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